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INTRODUCTION

The Rubber Board was constituted by the Gov-
ernment of India as a body corporate under the
Rubber Act 1947 with the primary objective of
the overall development of the rubber industry
in the country. Natural rubber often referred to
as nature’s most versatile raw material is ob-
tained from the latex produced by Heuea
brasiliensis. This raw material finds its use in
35,000

products
contributes
substantially to
the

and economic

about
and

industrial

development of
the country. The
Board
lished a strong

estab-

development
and extension
network and as
a result, the rub-
ber plantation sector achie- ved an impressive
all-round growth in expansion of area and in
the increase in production and productivity.
Simultaneously, the Board gave thrust to re-
search and the Rubber Research Institute of In-

dia (RRI1) was established in 1955 for carrying

out research on biological and technological
improvement of rubber.

The Board has been encouraging scien-
tific planting of rubber right from its inception.
Since the sixth plan period, an integrated
scheme fordevelopment of rubber plantations,
namely, the Rubber Plantation Development
Scheme for promoting both newplanting and

replanting has
been in opera-
tion and this is
rated by the
World Bank as
one of the highly
successful
schemes. Be-
sides, develop-
ment and exten-
sion support is
given to grow-
ers for increas-
ing productivity,
improving the quality of produce through indi-
vidual as well as community efforts, facilitat-
ing formation of grass roots level organisations
of growers and empowering them to ensure
sustainable development through rubber cul-
tivation. The development of rubber plantation
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in non-traditional region, especially in north-
eastern states has also achieved significant
growth where rubber development is taken up
adopting an integrated approach. Special men-
tion needs to be made about the rubber based
settlement programmes for tribal shifting cul-
tivators in the north-east and in other states
such as Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Kerala ensuring overall socio-economic devel-
opment/eco-restoration.

The Board has also been adopting several
measures to promote diversified as well as non-
conventional uses of natural rubber by support-
ing rubber products manufacturing sector, ex-
tending assistance in skill upgradation and in-
frastructure development.

The Rubber Research Institute of India
has made significant contribution by breeding

and releasing the popular clone RR11 105, one

of the highest yielding clones in the world. Re-
Year Production Growth
(in MT)
2000-01 6,30,405 1.3%
2001-02 6,31,400 0.2%
2002-03 6,49,435 2.9%

Price

search is at a final stage indeveloping five more
high yielding clones which will be released in
near future. The RRII has also evolved agro-
technologies on various cultural practices on
‘llcvea. The Institute made substantial contri-
bution to improving the processing of rubber
and evolving speciality rubbers, which can ef-
fectively substitute synthetic rubbers. Research
on special environment protection systems to
check pollution in processing factories, energy
saving machanisms for processing, processing
of rubber wood, ancillary income generation
activities and rubber based cropping system

has yielded useful results.
Performance during 2002-03

The and

growth rate of natural rubber for the year 2002-

production, consumption

03 and the immediately preceding two years

are-

rate Consumption Growth rate
(in MT)
6,31,475 0.5%
6,38,210 1.1%
6,95,425 9%

The yearly average price of RSS-4 grade rubber at Kottayam for the last three years was -

Year

2000-01

2001-02

2002-03

Price per quintal
Rs. 3,036/-
Rs. 3,228/-

Rs. 3,919/-
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CONSTITUTION AND FUNCTIONS

CONSTITUTION OF THE BOARD

As per Section 4 (3) of the Rubber Act 1947, the

Board shall consist of

a) A Chairman to be appointed by the Cen-
tral Government;

b) Two members to represent the State of
Tamilnadu, of whom one shall be a per-
son representing the rubber producing

interests;

c) Eight members to represent the State of
Kerala, six of whom shall represent the
rubber producing interests, three of such
six being persons representing the small
growers;

d) Ten members to be nominated by the
Govt., shall
represent the manufacturers and four

Central of whom two

labour;

e) Three members of parliament of whom
two shall be elected by the Lok Sabha and
one by the Rajya Sabha;

f) The executive Director (ex-officio); and
g) The Rubber Production Commissioner
(ex-officio).

The position of Executive Director has not
been filled so far.

THE LIST OF MEMBERS OFTHE RUBBER BOARD AS ON 31.03.2003 IS GIVEN BELOW:

1Shri S Maria Desalphine IAS

2 Shri Jawahar Lai Jaiswal
Member, Lok Sabha

3 Shri Sashikumar, Member
Lok Sabha

4 Shri Ramachandra Khuntia
Member, Rajya Sabha

Chairman, Rubber Board

Member of Parliament under
section 4(3) (e).

do-

do
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10

11

12

13

14

C llamachandran IAS

Agricultural Production Commissioner
Govt. Of Kerala, Agriculture Department,
Goveinment Secretariat,
Thiruvananthapuram.

AC Mathew

Chairman

Plantation Corporation of Kerala Ltd.
Kottayam

S P Elangovan IAS

Secretary

Environment and Forest Dept.
Govt, of Tamilnadu, Chennai.

Shri K Jacob Thomas

Managing Director

M/s. Vaniampara Rubber Co. Ltd.
Vazhakala Buildings, KK Road
Kottayam

Shri M D Joseph
Manniparambil Kanjirappaly
Kerala.

Shri AV George
M/s. Thamarapally Rubber Co., Ltd.
Kottayam

Shri E T Varghese

Patron

Indian Rubber Dealers’ Federation
Rubber Bhawan, Kodimatha, Kottayam.

Shri A lJacob
Velimala Rubber Company Ltd.
Oopootil Buildings, KK Road, Kottayam.

Shri Suresh Elwadhi

Managing Partner

Elwadhi Rubber Products

New Delhi & Vice-President

All India Federation of Rubber Footwear
Manufacturers & Member,
Management Committee, AIRIA.

Shri C Anantha Krishnan

General Secretary

Kanyakumari District

Rubber Estate Workers’ Union
INTUC, Nagacode, Kulasekharam.

Representative of the Govt, of
Kerala under sub-rule (3) of
rule 3.

do-

Representative of the Govt.
Tamil Nadu under sub-rule
(2) of rule 3.

Representative of Large Growers
from the state of Kerala under
sub-rule (3) of rule 3.

do-

Representative of Large Rubber
Growers from the State of Kerala
under sub rule (3) of Rule 3.

Representative of Other
interests under sub-rule (4) of
rule 3.

Representative of the Large
Growers from tHe State ofTamil-
Nadu under sub-rule (2) of rule 3.

Representative of Rubber Goods
Manufacturers under clause (d) of
sub-section (3) of section 4.

Representative of Labour
interests under clause (d) of
sub-section (3) of section 4.
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17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Shri K G Ravi

General Secretary,

Kerala State Karshaka Congress
Thiruvananthapuram

Shri P Lalaji Babu
General Secretary
All India Plantation Workers’
Federation, Kollam District.

Shri Kanain Rajendran

Secretary

Kerala State Committee of AITUC
Thiruvananthapuram

Shri Ettumanoor V Radhakrishnan
Valayil House

Ettumanoor

Kottayam District.

Shri P B Sathyan
Plavada Kochuveedu
South Vazhakulam Post
Aluva-5, Kerala.

Shri C K Sajinarayanan
‘Gayathri’

11/6, Link Road, Ayyanthole
Thrissur - 680 003.

Sint Rema Reghunadan
‘Smrithi', Akkikkavu

PO Chavakkad, Trichur District
Kerala.

Shri VV Augustine
Valavanthuruthel

Edapally PO, Cochin.

Shri P R Muralidharan
Pathalil House

S N Puram Post, Kottayam
Kerala

Shri Joseph Vazhakkan
Vazhakamalayil
Ramapuram, Kottayam.

Dr. AK Krishnakumar
Rubber Production Commissioner
Rubber Board, Kottayam.

Executive Director

Representative of Small Rubber
Growers in the State of Kerala
under sub rule (3) of Rule 3.

Representative of Labour
interests under clause (d) of
sub-section (3) of section 4.

do-

Representative of Other
interests under sub-rule (4) of
rule 3.

Representative of Small Rubber
Groweres in the State of Kerala
under sub-rule (3) of rule 3.

Representative of Labour Interests
under clause (d) of sub-section
(3) of section 4.

Representative of Other interests
under sub rule (4) of Rule 3.

Representative of Rubber Goods
Manufacturers under clause (d) of
sub-section (3) of section 4.

Representative of Small Rubber
Growers in the State of Kerala
under sub rule (3) of Rule 3.

Representative of Other interests
under sub rule (4) of Rule 3.

Ex-officio

Vacant



FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD

The functions of the Board as laid down
under Section 8 of the Rubber Act 1947 are-

0] Promote by such measures as it thinks fit
the development of the rubber industry.
The measures may provide for -

a) undertaking, assisting or encouraging sci-
entific, technological and economic re-
search;

bj training students growers in improved
methods of planting, cultivation, manur-
ing and spraying;

C) the supply of technical advice to rubber
growers;

industry, including the import and export
of rubber;

b) to advise the Central Govt, with regard
to participation inany international con-
ference or scheme relating to rubber;

C) to submit to the Central Govt, and such
other authorities as may be prescribed
halfyearly reportson itsactivitiesand the
working of the Act; and

d) to prepare and furnish such other reports
relating to the rubber industry as may be
required by the Central Govt, from time
to time.

Seven Committees have been formed to
review the Board’s activities vis-a-vis the func-

Chairnum S.M. Desalphineaddressing the RubberBoard Meeting

d) improving the marketing of rubber;

e) the collection of statistics from owners of
estates, dealers and manufactures;

f) securing better working conditions and
the provisions and improvement of
amenities and incentives for workers; and

a) carrying out any other duties which may
be vested with the Board.

(i) Itshall also be the duty of the Board -

a) to advise the Central Govt, on all matters
relating to the development of rubber

tions as laid down under Section 8 of the Rub-
ber Act. These are Executive Committee, Re-
search & Development Committee, Market
Development Committee, Planting Committee,
Statistics & Import / Export Committee, Labour
Welfare Committee and Staff Affairs Commit-
tee.

Shri EttumanoorV Radhakrishnan repre-
senting other interests, was elected as Vice-
Chairman of the Board on 30.11.2002, for the
period upto 21.8.03.

Shri S.M Desalphine IAS, continued as the
Chairman of the Board during 2002-03.



MEETINGS OF THE BOARD AND ITS COMMITTEES

The following meetings of the Board and of the Committees were held during the year.

a) Board meetings .

b) Committee MeetingsS ..

Executive COmMmMItLee oo

Research & Development Committee..........
Planting Committee...cociiiveiiceneineie e
Labour Welfare Committee.....covnnnenne,
Statistics & Import/Export Committee.......
Staff Affairs Committee. ...,

Combined meeting of executive Committee/

Market Development Committee

Market Development Committee......coee.e.

26.10.2002,

144th meeting - 06.04.2002

145th meeting - 22.07.2002
146th meeting - 30.11.2002

29.04.2002, 02.01.2003
& 24.03.2003

05.10.2002
21.09.2002
05.10.2002
21.09.2002 & 24.03.03
29.04.2002
17.08.2002

26.12.2002
& 08.01.2003

A view o fthe Rubber Board Meeting

In addition to the above Committees,
Board has constituted Sub committees for pro-
motion of export of NR, rubberisation of roads
and to evaluate the performance of the Process-
ing Companies promoted by the Board. These
Committees met periodically and provided nec-
essary guidance.

ORGANISATIONAL SET UP

The activities of the Rubber Board are
carried out through eight Departments viz.
Rubber Production, Administration, Rubber
Research, Processing and Product Develop-
ment, Training & Technical Consultancy,
Finance & Accounts, Statistics & Planning and
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Licensing & Excise Duty; headed respectively
by the Rubber Production Commissioner, the
Secretary, the Director of Research, the Direc-
tor (P&PD), the Director (T&TC), the Director
(Finance), the Jt. Director (S&P) and the Direc-
tor (L&ED). During the year under report, as
the post of Secretary was lying vacant, the Di-
rector (L&KD) held additional charge of the
post of the Secretary.

The Headquarters of the Board along
with the Administration, Rubber Production,
Statistics & Planning, Licensing & Excise Duty
and Finance & Accounts Departments are lo-
cated at own premises in Keezhukunne,
Kottayam-686 002. The Department of Re-
search, Department of P&PD and the Depart-
ment of Training & Technical Consultancy are
located at the Rubber Research Institute of In-

dia campus at Kottayam - 686 009.

There are nine Sub/Liaison Offices under
the Licensing & Excise Duty Department. The
Rubber Production Department has 5 Zonal
Offices, 2 Nucleus Rubber Estate & Training
centres, 40 regional offices, 1 ADO’s Office, 189
Field Statioins, 13 Regional Nurseries includ-
ing the nurseries in the 3 District Development
demonstration centre (in

Centres, one

Mizoram), one Central Nursery and 23 Tapper’s

Training Schools located at different rubber
growing regions.

The Research Department runs two Re-
gional Research Stations in Kerala and a Re-
gional Station each in TamilNadu, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Orissa, West Bengal, Assam,
Meghalaya and Tripura. The Pilot Block Rub-
ber Factory located at Kottayam, the Pilot La-
tex Processing Factory located at the Central
Experiment Station at Chethackal and the Pilot
Plant for Radiation Vulcanisation of Natural
Rubber latex at Kottayam are run by the De-
partment of Processing and Product Develop-
ment. The Model TSR factory established un-
der the World Bank Assisted Rubber Project is
also run by the Department of Processing and
Product Development.

The Chairman exercises administrative
control over all the Departments and Offices of
the Board. The total number of Officers and
staff under the Board as on 31.3.2003 was 2105
consisting of 310 Group 7Y Officers, 602 Group
‘B’ Officers, 999 Group ‘C’ staff and 194 Group
‘D’ staff. Very cordial relations existed between
the staff and the executive personnel.

The activities of the different departments
are summarised in the following pages.
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ADMINISTRATION

The Administration Dept, consists of the
following Sections and Divisions.

01 Establishment
Administration,
Entitlement)

Section (General
Personnel Administration &

02 Marketing Division
03 Labour Welfare Section
04 Legal Section

05 Hindi Section
1. ESTABLISHMENT SECTION

(a) General Administration

The important functions of the General Admin-
istration includes constitution/ reconstitution
of the Board and its Sub Committees, conven-
ing the meetings of the Board and its Commit-
tees, monitoring implementation of the deci-
sions of the Board, managing the house keep-
ing activities etc.

(b) Entitlement

During the year, retirement benefits were given
to 65 employees including 11 who sought vol-
untary retirement and one who was compulso-
rily retired. Family pension was given to 9 per-

sons, 8 employees who died in harness and 1

kidnapped by extremists.

36 employees were given financial assis-
tance for construction of house by advancing
Rs. 1,05,86,186/-. Vehicle advance amounting
to Rs. 13,04,749/- to 68 employees (Rs.2,55,300/-
as car advance to two persons, Rs. 10,04,449/-
as motor cycle advance to 36 employees, Rs.
45,000/- as cycle advance to 30 employees) was
given. Besides, Rs.2,02,300/- as computer ad-
vance to 5 employees and Rs. 13,000/- as fan

advance to 13 employees were also given.

Service books, leave accounts and per-

sonal files of employees were properly main-
tained.

(c) Personnel Administration

Selection of suitable personnel to vacant posi-
tions for smooth functioning of the Board was
ensured following recognised recruitment rules
and statutory provisions relating to reservation
of posts for candidates from SC/ST/OBC com-
munities and physically handicapped persons.
There were properly constituted Selection
Committees/DPCs for selection for personnel
befitting job requirements. Periodical returns
on the personnel recruited at reservation

points were sent to the Government.
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| The total number of Officers and staff under the Board as on 31.3.2003 was 2105 as detailed

below.

SI. No. Name of Department Group A Group B Group C Group D Total

1 Rubber Production 172 378 559 102 1211

2 Research 64 135 187 58 444

3 Licensing & 23 29 82 7 141
Excise Duty

4 Administration 14 14 62 15 105

5 Processing & 17 19 40 5 81
Product Dev.

6 Finance & Accounts 6 14 29 2 51

7 Training & Technical 9 7 27 4 47
Consultancy

8 Statistics & Planning 5 6 13 1 25
Total 310 602 999 194 2105

Il Groupwise details of female employees and their percentage to that of the total staff strength

as on 31.3.2003.

Group No. of female employees Total staff strength % of total
A 74 310 23.87
B 205 602 34.05
C 430 999 43.04
D 21 194 10.82
Grand Total 730 2105 34.68

2. MARKETING DIVISION

The Division attends to the work of col-
lection of rubber prices, their compilation and
dissemination. Publishing the daily prices of
various grades of sheet rubber, SMR grades of
block rubber and 60% latex in the Kula Lumpur
market and Singapore Commodity Exchange
were also attended. The price of scrap rubber

was collected and published twice a week. The
domestic and international prices of various
grades of rubber were loaded in the website of
the Board on a daily basis.

The monthly average price of various
grades of sheet rubber, ISNR 20 and 60% cen-
trifuged latex in the domestic market for the



period under report is furnished at the end of
this report.

3. LABOURWELFARE SECTION

One of the important functions of the
Board as laid down under section 8,sub section
2, and clause “f” of the Rubber Act 1947 is to
“secure better working conditions and the pro-
visions and improvement of amenities and in-
centives for workers”. These functions are en-
visaged as a measure for the development and
promotion of the rubber plantation industry,
and to inculcate and generate an interest
among the workers of rubber plantation indus-
try who are indispensable for the development
and promotion of rubber cultivation.

The Board carried out the above functions
during the last financial year by implementing
various welfare programmes. The budget allot-
ted for the year was Rs. 212.05 lakh and the
achievement was Rs. 2,12,01,169/- as against.
Rs. 1,22,16,277/- disbursed during the previous
year.

The various schemes operated by the
Board for the period under report are-

1. Educational stipend Scheme

The Scheme provides for financial assis-
tance for different courses of studies done by
the children of rubber plantation workers, both
in colleges and schools.

The stipend consists of (1) hostel/board-
ing fee and (2) lumpsum grant.

2. Educational Scholarship Scheme

Under the scheme scholarship is pro-
vided to the children of rubber plantation work-
erswho pass out meritoriously. The scholarship
amount ranges from Rs. 1000/- to Rs. 5000/-.
This is given as an incentive for encouraging
good performance in their studies by the chil-
dren of plantation workers.

Tapping o fthe rubber tree

3) Group Insurance cum Deposit scheme
(9 phases)

This is a social security measure intro-
duced for the security of the rubber plantation
workers against injuries and death caused by
accidents. The scheme has been introduced to
provide insurance coverage for an amount of
Rs. 20,000/- per workers employed in estates
where plantation Labour Act is not applicable.

The scheme also encourages a habit of
saving among the workers. The first phase
started in the year 1986-87 and reached ninth
phase in 2000-01 with an yearly workers con-
tribution of Rs. 50/-. The contribution from the
Board is Rs. 100/- per worker. Each scheme will
be in operation for a period of ten years. An
amount of Rs.1,10,684/- has been paid as
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compensation under Group insurance Scheme
to 40 workers during the year 2002-03.

A new Group Insurance cum Deposit
Scheme was introduced in the year 2001-02 to
provide insurance coverage exclusively for tap-
pers in the small holdings for an amount of Rs.
50,000/- with a higher contribution of Rs.250/-
each from among the applicants per year. The
scheme provides higher compensation against
accidents and also promotes the habit of sav-
ing among the tappers. The Board contributes
Rs. 150/- per member annually under the
scheme.

4) Housing subsidy scheme

This scheme was introduced to provide
financial assistance to tappers and workers in
the rubber estates, for construction of houses
in their own land. Under this scheme, the area
of the estate where the applicant is employed
should not be less than 0.75 ha. Ifsuch a tapper

5) Scheme for providing sanitary facilities

The purpose of this scheme is to stimu-
late an interest for hygienic environment
among the rubber tappers in the unorganised
sector. This scheme assists the tappers to build
latrine as per the plan and estimate prescribed
by the Board. The financial assistance covers
either 75% of the cost of construction or Rs.
3,000/- whichever is less.

6) Medical Attendance Scheme

This scheme was introduced for the bet-
terment of the health of the tappers in the
unorganised sector. This scheme provides for
reimbursement of medical expenses incurred
for treatment of the tappers suffering from ill-
ness. The maximum amount payable is
Rs.2000/- in an year. Higher financial assistance
is given in case of serious diseases, to the ex-
tent of Rs. 10,000/- per applicant during his life
time.

RubberSheeting

constructs a house as per the provisions of the
scheme, a maximum amount of Rs. 7500/- or
25% of estimated cost whichever is less, will be
granted as subsidy.

Another benefit is also given under the
scheme to the tappers who have undergone
sterilization operation. It is provided as an en-
couragement for the promotion of small



family norms among the small holding sector
rubber tappers.

7) Housing and sanitary subsidy scheme for
SC/ST/OBC

Thisscheme is exclusively for SC/ST/OBC
tappers who are employed in the unorganised
sector. Assistance under this scheme is granted
for construction of house with latrine to the ex-
tent of Rs. 14,000/- per applicant.

The scheme is financed from SCP/TSP fund.

Performance under the schemes for the year
2002-03 is as shown below:

Total Total Budget
Name of No. of amount allocation
scheme benefi- disbursed for2002-03
ciaries (Rs) (Rs)

Educational 5669 3061463 3051050
stipend
Educational 214 101750 111950
scholarship
Group 9068 1034900 1036005
Insurance
cum deposit
Housing 1219 9147500 9105000
subsidy
sanitary 653 1956500 1989000
subsidy
Medical 450 766681 773986
attendance
Mousing & 692 5132375 5138375
sanitary
subsidy
(SC/ST/OBC)

Total 17965 21201169 21205366

4. LEGALSECTION

Legal Section discharges the function of
rendering advice/opinion to various depart-
ments /sections/ divisions of the Board, draft-
ing legal documents, initiating steps for pros-
ecution under the Rubber Act, 1947, assisting
the departments in concilleation proceedings

in labour matters, tax cases and instructing and
assisting the lawyers of the Board in conduct-
ing the litigations of the Board.

During the year under report, timely ac-
tion/advice was rendered in 960 files referred
to the legal section. Scruitiny of documents for
determining the eligibility under the Rules was
done in the cases of 36 applications for House
Building Advances. Legal documents to be ex-
ecuted by the Board during the year under re-
port were drafted/prepared as and when re-
quired. Appropriate steps were taken through
lawyers to safegard the interest of the Board in
cases filed against the Board in various courts.
Parawise comments and necessary instructions
were given to Standing Counsels of the Board
and the Central Government pleaders in cases
pending in High Court and Supreme Court. In
consumer disputes files before Redressal Fo-
rum in various districts the Section prepared
and filed replies and represented the Board
during the hearing.

Necessary assistance was given to RRS
Dhenkanal, NRETC Andamans, Central Experi-
ment Station, Chethakal, RRIl Farm, HBSs
Nettana and Paraliar, Nurseries/farms of RP
Dept. etc. in dealing with labour matters. The
Section prepared draft amendments proposed
by the Board to Rubber Act, Rubber Rules, Rub-
ber Board Employee’s Conduct Rules and Rub-
ber Board Service (Classification, Control and
Appeal) Rules.

5. HINDI SECTION

The Rubber Board is a notified office
under Rule 10(4) of Official language Rules.

The following activities were undertaken
by the Llindi Section of the Rubber Board dur-
ing the reporting year.

Official Language Implementation Committee

Four meetings of the Official Language
Implementation Committee of the Board were
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held during the year. Quarterly Progress reports
on Official Language implementation were pre-
sented in the meetings and discussed. The
Agenda papers were prepared in accordance
with the instructions of the Department of
Official Language.

Hindi Advisory Committee Meeting

The Hindi Advisory Committee Meetings
of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry held
on 2002 were attended by the Chairman and
Asst. Director(OL) and that held on 22.11.02,

the Director (L&ED) and Asst. Director(OL).

Hindi Fortnight/Hindi Day Celebration

Hindi fortnight was celebrated from 17th
to 27th September 2002 at the Headquarters of
the Board and the Rubber Research Institute of
India. A number of officers/employees partici-
pated in the various competitions conducted
and winners were given prizes.

Hindi day was celebrated in 30 subordi-
nate offices of the Board. Various competitions
were arranged for the employees and winners
were given prizes and certificates. Different

eminent personalities attended these functions.

Bi-monthly bulletin in Hindi

The Bi-monthly Hindi bulletin “Rubber
Samachar” were brought out during the year.

Hindi Teaching Scheme

As per the policy of the Union, Hindi'leach-
ing in ‘C’ region has to be completed by the year
2005. Various classes under the Hindi teaching
were conducted at Head Office and RRII. 9 Offi-
cials attended Hindi Typewriting classes. 28 of-
ficials passed Pragya examination during the
year and 5 officials passed Typewriting exami-
nation. Cash award and personal pay were
given to the eligible officials for passing these
examinations.

Hindi Workshop

Hindi Workshops were conducted in
25 Regional Offices. A total of 457 officers/em-

ployees were imparted training in Official Lan-
guage.

Town Official Language Implementation
Committee

Two meetings of TOLIC Committee were
conducted during the year. The Chairman, Rub-
ber board is the Chairman of the TOLIC. Joint
Hindi Week Celebration was also conducted
during the year for the officials of the member
organisations.

Hindi Library

A Hindi Library is functioning under the
Hindi Section of the Board. Board’s employees
utilize this facility. For encouraging noting and
drafting in Hindi, necessary books were pur-
chased and supplied to different offices of the
Board.

General

As per Section 3(3) of the OLAct, the docu-
ments like Office memoranda, Circulars and
Orders were translated to Hindi.

Rubber Board was awarded a trophy for
having secured the highest points injoint Hindi
Week Celebration of Town Official Language
Implementation Committee, Kottayam.

Schemes of the Government

Ilhe computer installed in Hindi Section
has been provided with multilingual software.
Action is in progress to install Hindi Software
in all other computers.

Aaj Ka Sabda

The Board Continued writing Aaj Ka
Sabda at Head Office. Instructions were also is-
sued to Subordinate Offices for writing Aaj Ka
Sabda.

Incentive Scheme for original work in Hindi

More officials were encouraged to do
original noting in Hindi. Necessary assistance
was provided to them for writing and noting in
Hindi. A total of 215 officials participated in the



incentive scheme and they were given cash
awards under the scheme.

Official Language Inspection

Official Language Inspections were con-
ducted in 18 subordinate offices of the Board
during the year.

DIVISIONS FUNCTIONING UNDER THE
DIRECT CONTROL OF CHAIRMAN

1. Publicity & Public Relations Division
2. Vigilance Division

1. Publicity & Public Relations Division

The P&PR Division published the follow-
ing journals and other publications on various
aspects of rubber cultivation during the period.

Life Subscriptions : 6086 Nos.

2. Rubber Statistical News

12 Issues of the ‘Rubber Statistical News’
w'ere brought out during the year 2002-03.
3. Press Release

54 Press releases were issued from the
Division.
4. Advertisements

105 advertisements (including display
and classified) w'ere issued and 96 advertise-
ments were received for “Rubber”Magazine.

5. All India Radio

One talk was recorded and broadcast

RubberHoard stall at UPAS1 exhibition

1. Rubber Magazine
12

out during the year. The circulation position is
Average monthly subscriptions : 13958 Nos.

through the AIR by the Asst. Director(P) of the
Division. The Asst. Director(P) also worked as
Issues of the magazine w'ere broughfyemper in the committee which organised

and arranged for the recording and broadcast
of a 13 episode series in AIR on Rubber.
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6. Seminars & Meetings

The Officers of the Division participated
and spoke in several seminars, meetings and
other public functions connected with the
Board, companies, Rubber Producers’ Societ-
ies, Inter Media Publicity Co-ordination Com-
mittee, Public Sector Public Relations Forum
and All India Radio etc.

7. Exhibition
The division participated in 11 exhibitions
viz.
i. UPASI exhibition at Coonoor
ii. Khadimela at Kottayam
iii. Karshikamela at Thodupuzha
iv. Suvarnotsav at Muvattupuzha
v. Exhibition at Baselius College,
vi. Mathrubhoomi JTFC Mela at Thrissur
vii. Index at Kottayam

Kottayam

viii. India Rubber Expo,Mumbai
ix ‘Fusion’ 2003 at Thodupuzha

X. One day exhibition at Kulasekharam held
in connection with Centenary Celebra-
tions.

xi. One day exhibition at Kannur held in con-
nection with Cenetenary Celebrations.

8. Articles

Officers of the division published 14 ar-
ticles in various dailies,agricultural magazines
and the “Rubber” Magazine.

9. Inside Rubber Board

3 issues o f‘Inside Rubber Board’
published.
10. Rubber Grower’s Companion 2003

9750 copies of “Rubber Grower’s Com -
panion 2003” and 1000 Nos. of “Rubber and its

Cultivation” were printed and distributed.
11. Centenary Celebrations

The Centenary Celebration of rubber

were

plantations in India was held in the year 2002.
Wide publicity was given for the Celebration. A
souvenir comprising 118 pages was brought
out in connection with the centenary Celebra-

tion of rubber plantation industry in India.

2.VIGILANCE DIVISION

1. Enquiry/Investigation

The Vigilance Division of the Board took
up enquiry/investigation on 11 complaints
against 5 Group A & B officers and 6 Group C &
D employees during the year under report. All
these complaints were properly enquired into
and appropriate action was recommended /
taken against the erring Board's employees
wherever found necessary.

2. Cases

Major Panalty proceedings against one
official and minor penalty action against 2 offi-
cials were initiated during the period under re-

port.

3. Property statements and aquisition/
disposal of movable/immovable property

Annual statements of immovable prop-
erty as on 31.12.2002 were called for from all
officers of Group A & B status. The statements
thus received from the officers have been prop-
erly dealt with. The Vigilance Division also pro-
cessed 98 applications relating to transactions
in immovable property and 70 applications
pertaining to transactions in movable property.

4. Other activities

As per instructions received from the
Central Vigilance Commission, the Board ob-
served the “Vigilance Awareness Week” during
the period from 31.10.2002 to 6.11.2002 by tak-
ing a pledge by all officers and employees of
the Board and exhibiting posters and banners
in and around the office premises. Necessary
advice was rendered to various Departments
of the Board on matters referred to the

Division.
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The Rubber Production department is responsible for planning, formulation and
implementation of schemes for promoting rubber cultivation, production of natural rubber,
supporting primary processing and improving quality of the produce. The major programmes
formulated and implemented during the year 2002-2003 are as follows.

1) Rubber Plantation Development Scheme

The scheme provided for free extension support and financial assistance for undertaking
replanting of old and uneconomic plantations and for new planting. The target for replanting was
3200 ha and that for new planting was 3000 ha.(including 2000 ha. in NE). The financial target for
the year 2002-2003 was Rs.1280.95 lakh. The performance results of the RPD Scheme during

2002-2003,are shown below.

Insurance of Rubber plantations

Particulars 2002-2003
1 No. ofapplications 12257 Rubber plantations are insured against
. natural calamities. All immature plantations
2. Area as per applications(ha) 9038.24

raised under the RPD scheme and mature plan-

3. No. of permit issued 9119 . .
tations on a voluntary basis upto 22 years of
4. Permitted area (ha) 6465.49 age are given insurance coverage. Insurance of
5. Amount disbursed as Rs. 1425 lakh immature plantations outside the RPD
assistance - including Scheme, is optional to the growers.Details of

spill over payment of

previous year plantations insured and compensation paid are

given below.

Details 2002-2003 Cumulative total upto 2002-2003
Immature area insured (in ha) 4,983.53 95,954.97
No. of holdings insured 7,734 1,44,079
Compensation paid (in lakh) 38.19 227.61
No. of holdings 433 6148

No. of beneficiaries 1282 6131
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Rubber Plantation Development
in NE Region

Considering the excellent potential for
rubber plantation development in the North
Eastern region, Rubber Production Department
continued its activities for servicing the existing

Nucleus Rubber Estate and Training Centres
(NRETC) and District Development Centres
(DDC)

The Nucleus Rubber Estate and Training
Centres (NRETC) in Tripura State and District
Development Centres (DDC) in the states of

Group processing

plantations and concentrated on area expan-
sion. 3060 applications covering an area of
2643.27 ha were received under RPD scheme
for new planting, out of which 2614 permits
were issued for planting an area of 2202.61 ha.
During the year, 107 tribals were selected for
block planting in an area of 110.2 ha. Thecumu-
lative total area of Block planting and the num-
ber of beneficiaries as on 31.03.03 were 2653.28
ha. and 2338 Nos. respectively. 1182 beneficia-
ries participated in group planting in an area of
497.33 ha. The total area under group planting
as on 31.3.03 was 1662.30 ha. In order to raise
polybagged plants for next years’ planting 11.17
lakh budded stumps to 2641 growers were dis-
tributed. Rs. 461.63 lakh was disbursed during
this year under Rubber Plantation Develop-
ment Scheme in the North-Eastern Region.

Assam (2 Nos.) and Meghalaya (1 No.) are main-
tained by the Department to cater to the needs
of rubber growers. The Rubber Research and
Training Centre at Agartala and DDC
Jinggitchakgre have conducted training on vari-
ous subjects for 50 batches comprising 732
growers. Exhibitions were also conducted
which were visited by 2600 growers. 109 RPSs/
RGSs were formed with a total grower partici-
pation of 6650. Six seminars, 557 group meet-
ing/ campaigns were conducted and the grower
participation was 10407. A Rubber Plantation
Training and Research Centre is being estab-
lished in Assam.

Non-Traditional area other than NE Region

The department continued its activities of
servicing existing plantations and also expand-
ingarea under rubber in the states of Karnataka,



Maharashtra, Goa, Orisssa, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal. Apart from the Rubber Plantation De-
velopment Scheme and other extension support schemes, Block plantation project aimed at eco-
nomic settlement of Tribal growers were also under implementation in these regions. 106 appli-
cations for planting an area of 63.55 ha. were received out of which 79 permits covering an area of
54.55 ha. were issued. The planting grant disbursed was Rs. 9.30 lakh. 72 tribal families were
benefited through Block Planting Scheme. 35 Group meetings were conducted in which 944 grow-

ers participated.

2. Promotion ofrubber cultivation among scheduled castes/scheduled tribes through block
planting and group planting schemes.

This project, implemented jointly by the Board and the concerned State Governments, are
currently in operation in the States of Kerala, Tripura, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. It is
implemented by adopting an integrated approach aiming at the overall development of Tribal/
SC category of growers. The concerned State Governments are financially supporting the project.
The details are as shown below.

State Planting in Total area planted upto
2002-2003 (in ha) 2002-03 (in ha)
Tripura 110.20 2653.26
Orissa 62.48 250.00
Andhra Pradesh Nil 82.00
Karnataka 49.80 225.00
Kerala 91.18 1380.34
Total 313.66 4590.60

3) Advisory and Extension services to growers for scientific planting and production and Supply
of plantation requisites for popularization and improving production and processing.

a) Assistance for primary processing, ancillary income generation etc.

These are schemes, formulated and implemented by the Extension wing, on a need basis
for providing financial and technical assistance. The physical and financial target and achieve-
ment for various schemes are given below.

Scheme Target Achievement _
Physical Financial Physical Financial
Nos. Rs. lakh Nos. Rs. lakh
SI. | TRADITIONAL AREA
No.
1 Assistance for installing 878 8.78 878 8.78
Rubber Sheeting Roller
2 Assistance for constructing 1573 47.14 1573 47.14

Smoke House
3 Distribution of leguminous
Cover seeds

1 Pueraria seeds 4.41 4206 kg 4.16
2. Mucuna seeds 550 kg 0.41
4 Assistance for generating 1733 48.91 1733 49.34

Biogas
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Scheme Target Achievement
Physical Financial Physical Financial
Nos. Rs. lakh Nos. Rs. lakh
11 NT AREAS
1 Assistance for constructing 40 4.00 70 3.89

Smoke House

2. Assistance for installing
Rubber Sheeting

2. Roller 40 2.00 29 1.31
NAssistance for 6.55 - 6.55
transportation of estate
inputs

Assistance for transportation of estate inputs was given to M/s. Manimalayar Rubbers (P)
Ltd. (a trading company promoted by the Board) for transporting estate inputs to the NE region.

In addition to the above schemes, certain other schemes have been formulated for the 11011-
traditional area alone. The target and achievement for the same in the year 2002-03 are as fol-

lows:-

SI. No. Scheme Target Achievement
Physical Financial Physical Financial
Nos. Rs. in lakh Nos. Rs.in lakh
1 Boundary protection - 5.00 736 13.34
(General category)
2 Irrigation 40 2.00 4 0.63

b) Planting Material Generation

With the twin objective of promoting quality planting material and controlling its market
price, the Board is producing and distributing quality planting material to a limited extent to
growers at cost price. Price concession is also offered to the small growers. The planting material
so produced were issued to the needy growers for raising source bush material or for raising

plantations. The details of planting material generated during the year 2002-03 are:

No. of nurseries owned by the Board - 15 (including the Central
Nursery and the Nurseries in
the DDCs)

Area of Nurseries - 72.17 ha

Item Achievement

Production in Traditional Area

Green budded stumps 1,66,208 nos.
Brown budded stumps 6,67,524
Total 8,33,732

Production in NT areas
Brown budded stumps 5,63,070 ,,
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c¢) Sasthradarshan Programme

Under the Sasthradarshan Programme, a
total number of 250 growers from the non-
raditional area was brought to Kerala in 20
batches from Agarthala, Guwahati and
Parlekhamundi and they were given training on
various aspects of rubber cultivation in tradi-
tional areas.

d) Suvarna Sangham and Best small Grower
Award

The Board has instituted two awards

namely “Suvarna Sangham Award” and “Prof.

K.M. Chandy Memorial Best Grower Award” to
be given biennially to the Best Rubber Produc-
ers’ Society and small Growers respectively.
During the year, the Suvarna Sangham Award
was given to Kalampur RPS and Prof. KM
Chandy Memorial Award to Sri Sadanandan,
Nimil Bhavan, Pidavoor, Pathanapuram on 2nd

January 2003.

4) Schemes for primary processing and
quality upgradation of small

holders produce.

Modernization of Technically Specified
Rubber Factories

The scheme is aimed at supporting
RPSs to set up crop collection and group
processing facilities so as to establish a better

raw material supply chain for quality upgra-
dation of Technically Specified Rubber (Block
Rubber).

Details of assistance given to RPSs under
the scheme for modernization of TSR factories

are shown below'.

Packing o fRubber Sheets
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SI.No Nature of assistance No.of RPSs Assistance

(Rs. in lakh)
1. Construction of Building 58 74.33
2. Other facilities 59 10.10
3 Effluent treatment 44 33.00
4 Sheeting Battery 50 24.75
5 Aluminium dishes 59 13.80
6 Coagulation troughs 26 11.70
7 Latex collection equipments 166 17.91
8 Barrels and gas 100 11.38
Total 196.97

5) Promotion of group activities, self help groups among small rubber holders - RPS/Model
RPS.

Rubber Producers’ Societies (RPS)

The Board has adopted a group approach growers by participatory approach. Efforts
are also being made to revitalize the defunct RPSs. Details of RPSs thus formed are shown
below.

Details 2002-2003 Cumulative upto
2002-2003
RPSs newly formed 21 2148
RPSs rejuvenated 25 810

During the year, 2733 executive meetings
of RPSs were arranged in which 15519 Director
Board members participated. Besides 855 Gen-
eral body meetings of RPSs were conducted in

which 20175 growers participaed.

Model RPSs, the technology transfer centres

The Board has selected 35 RPSs, 30 in tra-
ditional region, and 5 in non traditional region,
as model RPSs and they are supported by the
Board financially and technically to set up in-

frastructure required for functioning as centres WeigliiAg o fR1)ber Sheets



for technology transfer and model primary pro-
cessing. These model RPSs are also functioning
as Training centres for growers, workers etc.
Training programmes were conducted on vari-
ous subjects such as plantation management,
quality sheet making, beekeeping, manuring,
plant protection and tapping etc. These centres
have been equipped with audio visual facility

for conducting training programmes.

For the effective use of information tech-
nology for knowledge upgradation computers
were used by major centres. Audio visual aids
provided to the Regional Offices of the Board,
were used in 1080 meetings in which 32192

growers attended.

Financial assistance for construction of

smoke house to RPSs for group processing

Financial assistance were also given to
RPSs for construction of smoke house with a
capacity of 1000 kg for quality upgradation of

sheet rubber. The details of assistance are given

below:
No. of beneficiary RPSs - 20 Nos.
Amount paid - Rs. 20 lakh
During the year, an amount of

Rs. 6.54 lakh was also disbursed to 30 RPSs

Type of meeting
Full day seminar
Half day meeting
Group meeting
Compaign meeting

Total

No:

being the spill over payment of the previous

year.

Financial Assistance for group processing

under 10th plan

Rs. 12.15 lakh was disbursed among 28
RPSs for purchasing material for group pro-
cessing. Inaddition, Rs. 3.60 lakh was disbursed
among 8 other RPSs as part payment for con-

struction of smoke houses.
Farmer education programme

For reason of wide ratio between the ex-
tension officials and growers numbering about
a million, the department has been promoting
agroup approach to maintain contact with the
grower community. Compaign programmes
are being conducted every year in order to
popularise the modern techniques of rubber

cultivation and processing.

During the period, 4012 metings/semi-
nars were conducted in which 99759 growers
participated. The main theme of the meeting/
seminars was cost competitiveness in rubber

production.

The details of the meetings conducted
and the number of participants are given
below.

of meetings Participants

60 5168
731 22600
1132 19055
2089 52936
4012 99759
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6) Training of rubber tappers and growers for income generation

Tappers Training

There are 23 regular Tappers Training Schools run by the Board at different plantation centres
for imparting training to small growers and workers in tapping. The details are given below.

Sl Area Target Achievement
No. Physical Financial Physical Financial
(in batches) (in lakh) (in batches) (in lakh)
1 Traditional area 122 18.96 1569 trainees 13.48
in 108 batches
2 Non traditional area 33 20 batches 303 trainees in 2.16
Total 155 24.07 128 15.64

The Board is also conducting short term intensive training courses on various practical

aspects of scientific tapping.

Details are shown below: -

SI. No. Area
Physical
(No. of batches)
1 Traditional area 425
2 Non traditional area 73

Target

Achievement
Financial Physical Financial
(in Rs. lakh) (No. of batches) (in Rs. lakh)
19.98 *430 19.04
3.03 69 2.76

* In total 8074 tappers/growers (7344 in traditional area and 730 in NT area) were trained in 499 batches.

Women empowerment programme

The department through its Develop-
ment Officer (women Development) in the
central office and nodel officers in Regional
Offices continued to provide logistic support
to the women empowerment programmes (in-
come generation as well as training activities)
initiated by RPSs under the World Bank Assis-
ted India Rubber Project. The women self
help groups were supported strongly in the ar-
eas of training and for marketing of their prod-
ucts.

Training Programme forTecnhical Officers/Growers

As part of Human Resources Develop-

ment programmes of the Rubber Board,
two development Officers were deputed
for training to Michigan State University in
USA. 34 Extension Officers of the Board and
13 Director Board Members of RPSs were
trained at Indian Institute of plantation Man-
agement at Bangalore. 20 Extension Officers
were trained at Kerala Agriculture Univer-
sity on Gender perspective in Agriculture
Programme. In addition, five growers, one of-
ficer from the Ministry of Commerce, Govt, of
India and the Joint Rubber Production Com-
missioner (Etxn) were deputed to Thailand for
attending an international rubber growers’
conference.
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RUBBER RESEARCH

The Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII)
was established in 1955 with its headquarters
at Kottayam. The main research farm of the In-
stitute is located in an area of 250 ha. at Ranni in
Pathanamthitta District, Kerala State. It has 12
Regional Research Stations spread across the
country in the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu,

Karnataka, Maharashtra, Chattisgarh, Orissa,
West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura.
Five Regional Research Stations in the North-
East form the North-Eastern Research complex
with its headquarters at Agarthala. RRIl has 125
Scientists and 319 supporting staff and con-
ducts research and development work in the

Rubber Research Institute ofIndia
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fields of plant breeding, germplasm conserva-
tion, biotechnology, exploitation, agronomy
and soil science, Plant pathology, economics
and rubber processing and rubber technology.

Research programmes of Botany division
on crop improvement progressed well. Five
clones namely, RRII 414, RRII 417, RRII 422, RRII
429 and RRII 430, continued to give better yield
than RRII 105 in the small-scale trial with yield
improvement ranging from 23 to 49 percent.
These clones are maintaining similar trend in
the large-scale trial also. In the multidisciplinary
trial, clones PB 314, PB 255, PB 312, PB 280, PB
311 and PB 260 were performing better than
RRIlI 105 after four years of yield recording.
Clones PB 235, PB 280 and PB 260 showed high
vigour and high yield indicating their potential
as latex timber clones. In the trial on progenies
of prepotent clones, fifty clones showed prom-
ising yield compared to RRIlI 105. Young bud-
ded plants were found superior to green bud-
ded plants. Pollen sterility was found to be more
in brown bast affected trees than
trees.

in normal

Conservation, characterization and evalu-
ation of germplasm of both Wickham and wild
origin were continued. Multiplication of 1250
wild germplasm accessions for re-establish-
ment of source bush nurseries was completed.
One hundred and thirty eight herbarium speci-
mens of 46 accessions were prepared. A data
bank software was developed in the Institute
and data entry was initiated. One round of field
screening for Oidium resistance was completed
in both source bush nurseries and field trials,
hour species of Hevea, viz., H. guianensis, Fl.
pauciflora, Fl. collina and Il. camaragoana were
obtained from the Rubber Research Institute
of Indonesia. Two species, Il. spruceana and II.
benthamiana were supplied to the Rubber Re-
search Institute of Sri Lanka. In the RAPD stud-
ies on three Hevea species, species specific
markers were identified that could be success-
fully used in the diagnosis of interspecific hy-
brids. In another study seven unique polymor-

phic fragments have been detected in II.
benthamiana showing resistance to various
fungal diseases.

A large scale field evaluation of RRIl 105
plants produced through somatic embryogen-
esis was laid out at the Central Experiment Sta-
tion by the Biotechnology Division. Transgenic
Hevea plants integrated with the gene coding
for superoxide dismutase produced earlier
were found growing well. Twenty more
transgenic plants integrated with the same gene
were hardened and established in the
polythene bags. The structure of the gene cod-
ing for B-1,3 glucanase involved in tolerance to
many diseases was isolated and studied. Meth-
ods were standardized for developing cDNA
and genomic DNA libraries of Hevea
brasiliensis. A partial cDNA and genomic DNA
library were developed.

Recommendation of low frequency tap-
ping systems for reducing cost of production
of NR was well received in the estate sector and
medium holdings. Efforts are on to popularize
these among small holdings. Success of low fre-
quency tapping got international recognition
and the leader of the exploitation research team
of RRIl was made liaison officer of the Interna-
tional Rubber Research and Development
Board (1RRDB) for coordinating international
activities of the newly constituted specialists
group of exploitation scientists of member
countries. Anumber of lab to land programmes
were undertaken for extending low frequency
tapping. Latex diagnosis studies were contin-
ued in small holdings and estates for advisory
work. Studies were extended to RRII 400 series
clones.

Investigations of the Agronomy Division
on integrated weed management, soil and wa-
ter conservation, intercropping and cropping
systems integrating annual and perennial crops
and timber species and fertilizer management
progressed satisfactorily. Results from the fer-
tilizer experiment indicated the possibility of re-



ducing the dose and frequency of application
of nitrogen through controlled release of fertil-
izer. The experiment on weed management re-
vealed that an integrated approach of spraying
the herbicide glyphosate in the plant basin and
slash weeding the remaining areas could be cost
effective and eco-friendly. In the study on the
effectiveness and bowl sludge, a waste mate-
rial from latex centrifuge factories, it was found
that the sludge was as good as rock phosphate
in promoting growth and yield of rubber. Re-
sults of a survey showed that growth and yield
of rubber are better in low lying areas and up-
land paddy fields. As an advisory service to the
planters, discriminatory fertilizerrecommenda-
tions were provided on 837 individual fields be-
longing to 29 large estates. For discriminatory
fertilizer applications, the DRIS unit of the
Agronomy division analysed 9924 soil samples
and 1142 leaf samples and 5200 recommenda-
tions were issued to holdings.

Plant Pathology Division conducted sur-
veys on disease occurrence and investigations
on control measures. Asurvey on Phytophthora
leaf fall disease on RR1l 105 was conducted cov-
ering an area of 1,30,000 hectares. More than
60% of the area had moderate to severe leaf fall.
Over 600 accessions of wild genotypes were

screened for tolerance to Phytophthora and
Oidium leaf diseases. The work yielded 10 ac-
cessions tolerant to Phytophthora and 20 ac-
cessions to Oidium. In the disease control tri-
als, 20% dusting of hexagonazole was observed
to give simultaneous protection against Oidium
and Corynespora leaf diseases. Studies on sea-
sonal occurrence of Corynespora leaf disease
revealed that the peak incidence of the disease
was from mid March to April. For the control of
borer beetles, swabbing the affected tree trunk
with a mixture of carbaryl 0.5% and quinalphos
0.25% was found effective.

Clonal variation in chlrophyll degradation
was observed when leaf discs were incubated
in 60% PEG and exposed to open sunlight. The
degradation was faster in young leaves and
more than 60% of chlorophyll was found de-
graded. The method appeared to be good for
screening for drought and high light tolerance.
RAPD analysis of the root stock and scion
showed that the genetic distance between root
stock and scion was higher in TPD affected
trees than in normal healthy trees of Hevea. Eth-
ylene evolution was found to be more in TPD
affected trees.

Studies on the quality status ofsheet rub-
ber from different rubber growing regions was

Trainingin upward tapping
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continued by the Rubber Chemistry, Physics
and Technology (RCPT) division. The semiau-
tomatic machine for cleaning sheet rubber was
modified for improving its performance and re-
ducing cost. In order to upgrade the quality of
field coagulum, a preservative was identified.
Enzymatically deproteinized natural rubber la-
tex was prepared and evaluated in a gloves pro-
ducing unit to test the feasibility of the process.
Six hundred kg of ENR-50 latex was supplied to
a prominent industrial group for R & D trials. A
titration method for the quick determination of
dry rubber content of NR latex was standard-
ized. An accelerated test was developed to pre-
dict the maximum attainable value for MST, vis-
cosity and KOI! number of centrifuged NR la-
tex having VFA under control with reasonable
accuracy within four days of its production.

The implications of WTO agreement on
Indian natural rubber sector was studied by the
Economics division and has resulted in two re-
ports namely, 1. The Genesis of WTO and the
Aftermath, and 2. WTO and the Natural Rubber
Sector in India. Socio-economic status of the
tappers in the small holding sector was studied
in another study. The study indicated need for
reorienting the wage structure based on tapper
productivity. An incentive scheme isconsidered
to be necessary to improve tapping efficiency
and to ensure retention of highly skilled and ex-
perienced tappers. From a long-term perspec-
tive, a labour reserve mechanism attached to
the Rubber Producers Societies was considered
essential.

The Regional Research Stations located in
different regions carried out location specific
research on Flevea cultivation and exploitation.
At Regional Research Station, Agartala the trial
on intercropping of tea with rubber progressed
well. The yield of tea leaf was maximum in the
month of October. High density planting was
found toreduce wind damage. A three tier wind
belt was also found to reduce wind damage.
From the experiments at Agarthala, the clone
PB 235 was found to be the top yielder follow'ed
by RRIl 203 and RRIM 600. The mobile soil test-

ing unit attached to the Station provided dis-
criminatory fertilizer recommendations to 188
growers based on soil and leaf analysis.

At the Regional Research Station, Tura in
Meghalaya, the clone RRIM 600 is the top
yielder followed by RRIlI 105 and PB 235. In a
tapping study conducted in the station, it was
found that in order to protect the tappers from
cold, tapping time may be shifted to 8-9 AM in
the Caro hills during the winter period which
will not affect the productivity levels. Plants on
the southern slopes showed less growth but
better yield. Disease survey showed absence
of any serious disease in rubber plantation in
the Garo hills.

At Regional Research Station, Guwahati,
results revealed superiority of the clone RRIM
600 both in growth and yield. Yield and DRC
were the highest under d/4 frequency of tap-
ping with three months rest. In the Experiment
Station at West Bengal, SCATC 93/114 was
found to be superior in growth and vyield.
Twelve wild genotypes were assessed as resis-
tant to powdery mildew disease. High inci-
dence of the disease was noticed at Giti and
Rongo in North Bengal.

At Regional Research Station, Dapchari
in Maharashtra, the highest cumulative yield
was obtained with tapping rest in May and June
with 4 stimulations per year under third daily
tapping. Under irrigated condition also 4 yearly
stimulations were found to be optimum to get
maximum yield. From the research conducted
at this station which is a drought prone zone,
clones RRIlI 208 and RRIlI 6 were found to be
better in growth and yield. Evaluation of
polycross progenies in the zone has shown that
even though the zone experiences more than
seven months without rain, yield obtained was
about 800 kg per hectare.

At Regional Research Station, Dhenkanal
in Orissaamong the popular clones growth rate
was the highest for clone GT 1, followed by
clones RRIM 600 and RRIl 105. However, yield
was the highest from clone RRIM 600.



At Hevea Breeding Station in Karnataka,
performance was better for clones PB 235, PB
260 and RRI1 105. Among the new clones RRII
429 showed better growth performance.

At Hevea Breeding Station at Paraliyar,
root trainer plants were raised as substitute for
poly bag plants. Cost of production is less and it

search and Development Committee at its
meeting held on 5th October 2002. The
Committee the research pro-
grammes and offered useful suggestions.
An internet portal of the Rubber Board
“www.rubberboard.org.in” was launched by
Sri. L.V. Saptharishi IAS, Additional Secretary,

reviewed

Technology Transfercum Training Centre ofNellikkunnu Rubberproducers'society

is easy to transport. Survival in the field was also
better.

The Annual Review Meeting for the year
2002 was conducted from September 2 to 14.
All the scientists of RRIl and the Regional Sta-
tions presented the progress of research work.
The expert panel members critically reviewed
the progress of work. Based on the recommen-
dations of the experts’ panel, the work
programmes of the research projects were fine
tuned.

The highlights of research for the last one
yearwas compiled and presented before the Re-

Dept. of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry on 6th July, 2002. The portal provides
a wide range of information on the Boards ac-
tivities with regularly updated information on
daily rubber price in the national and interna-
tional markets, weather data, news, events,

training calendar etc.

During the year, eight scientific seminars
were conducted in which 26 research papers
were presented and discussed.

Two scientists were trained in specialised
subjects. One scientist participated in the In-
ternational Conference on Plant Genetic Re-
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sources at Gatersleben, Germany and pre-
sented a paper on “Genetic Resource Manage-
ment of Hevea in India.” One Scientist from the
Genome Analysis Laboratory had undergone
an advanced training in Plant DNA markers at
the University of Udine, Italy for a period of
three months. The Environment Physiologist
has undergone a two months’ advanced train-
ing programme in plant photosynthesis at the
University of Georgia, USA. Dy. Director, Re-
gional Research Station, Guwahati has under-
gone a specialized training in “Low tempera-
ture stress studies” at National Research Coun-
cil, Italy for a period of six weeks. Dy. Director,
Central Experiment Station and Plant Patholo-
gist, RRS, Guwahati has undertaken a study visit
to the Malaysian Rubber Board and Indonesian
Rubber Research Institute for a period of two
weeks. The Germplasm Botanist and a Scien-
tist from Economic Research Division have un-
dergone a joint training programme on rubber
wood processing, utilization and timber latex
clones at various international centres of repute
in Malaysia for a period of 35 days. The Dy. Di-
rector, RCPT has undergone an advanced train-
ing in NR Processing and Technology by avail-
ing an IRRDB Fellowship for a period of 45
days.

joint Directior (Exploitation), Dy. Direc-
tor (Economics) and Deputy Director
(Germplasm) participated in the joint workshop
on Plant Breeding, Agronomy and Socio-eco-
nomics organized by the International Rubber
Research and Development Board, Malaysian
Rubber Board and the Indonesian Rubber Re-
search Institute in August-Septembcr 2002.
Presentation on exploitation technology led to
formation of IRRDB specialist group on exploi-
tation technology.

Two guest scientists from Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute visited RRIl and deliv-
ered lectures on Plant Pathological aspects.
Three Polish Scientists visited RRII during No-
vember 2002.

Twenty One Scientists and the Jr. Publica-
tion Officer of RRII participated in the Fifteenth
Plantation Crops Symposium (PLACROSYM

XV) held at Mysore. Twenty research papers
were presented from RRII. The Dr. C.S.
Venkataram Memorial Award for the best origi-
nal research work presented orally in the sym-
posium was awarded to the paper from RRII
entitled “Molecular characterisation of fungal
pathogens causing leaf diseases in rubber
Hevea brasiliensis. A poster presentation from
the RRII entitled “Towards development of a
rubber information system” was given best

poster award.
PLANTERS' CONFERENCE

To mark the centenary of commercial cultiva-
tion of rubber in India, a national conference ,
‘Rubber Planters’ Conference 2002’ with the
theme 'Global Competitiveness of Indian Rub-
ber Plantation Industry’ was held at the Rub-
ber Research Institute of India, Kottayam on
21st and 22nd November 2002. It provided a
platform for meaningful interface between the
planters, experts and scientists in the field from
various national and international organiza-
tions.

In the two day conference there were 10
sessions. In the inaugural session the keynote
address with the title ‘Natural Rubber-Yester-
day, Today and Tomorrow' was delivered by the
former Rubber Production Commissioner, Shri
P Mukundan Menon. He threw light on the
achievements of the Indian rubber plantation
industry and its salient features and inherent
strength to face the challenges ahead. Dr. AFS
Budiman, Secretary-General of the Interna-
tional Rubber Study Group, London and Dr.
Abdul Aziz bin SA Kadir, Secretary-General of
the International Rubber Research & Develop-
ment Board, Malaysia presented papers in the
inaugural session. Dr. Budiman indicated based
on a recent study undertaken by the 1RSG, that
by 2005, the global supply of NR would be short
of thedemand and this would ultimately reflect
in the prices of NR, as well. He pointed out that
this might happen even by 2003. He further
stated that natural rubber has no threat pro-
vided no unforeseen events occur in the global
economic scenario. I'he paper presented by Dr.
Abdul Aziz bin SA Kadir was rich with data on



research priorities in various rubber producing
countries, particularly in the area of intercrop-
ping, crop exploitation and generation of ancil-
lary income from rubber plantations.

The inaugural session, was followed by
four technical sessions on topics like
agromanagement, planting materials, crop ex-
ploitation and processing on the first day. On
the second day, there were four sessions on

The valedictory function of the centenary
celebration was held on the 2nd January 2003
with a public meeting organized in the
Mammen Mappila Hall, Kottayam. Dignitaries
like Shri O. Rajagopal, Union Minister of State
for Parliamentary Affairs, Shri K.M. Mani, Min-
ister for Revenue and Law, Kerala Stale, Shri
Dipak Chatterjee, Secretary, Commerce & In-
dustry, Shri L.V. Saptharishi, Addl. Secretary,

Honourable Union Ministero fstate ShriO. Rajagopal presenting best RPSaward

ecological issues, crop protection, rubber eco-
nomics and agricultural extension. Several sci-
entific and technical papers were presented in
the various sessions chaired by experts in the
respective fields.

The two day conference came to a close
on the evening of 22nd November with a vale-
dictory meeting. Shri S.M. Desalphine, Chair-
man, Rubber Board presided over the meet-
ing. Dr. N.M. Mathew, Director of Research
summed up the proceedings.

On 23rd November 2002 a field day was
hosted by the UPASI at Mundakayam. Field
demonstration on latest developments in plan-
ning, intercropping, multicropping, farm
mechanization, exploitation etc. were arranged.
During the field visits delegates interacted with
experts in all the relevant fields of rubber culti-
vation, exploitation and processing.

Commerce and Industry, Govt, of India, Shri
Oommen Chandy MLA, Smt. Mercy Ravi, MLA.
Shri Ettumanoor V. Radhakrishnan, Vice-Chair-
man, Rubber Board and various other distin-
guished personalities participated in the func-
tion. The biennial awards one for the best small
rubber grower and the other for the best RPSs
were given away in the meeting. Prof. K.M.
Chandy Memorial Best Grower Award was
handed over to Shri K Sadanandan of
Pathanapuram by Shri K.M. Mani, Revenue
Minister of Kerala State. The ‘Suvarna Sangham’
Award for the best RPS was handed over to Shri
P. Yohannan, President of Kalampur RPS
(Muvattupuzha Region) by Shri O. Rajagopal,
Union Minister of State. The souvenir brought
out by Rubber Board in connection with the
centenary celebration was released by Shri
Dipak Chatterjee, Secretary , Ministry of Com-
merce & Industry, Govt, of India.



FINANCE & ACCOUNTS

The Finance & Accounts Department is con-
cerned with designing and operating the Ac-
counting system, preparing budget, financial
statements and reports, exercising budgetary
control, effective Funds Management, estab-
lishment and maintaining systems and proce-
dures, overseeing internal audit and arranging
for Statutory audit, advising on financial pro-
priety and regularity of transactions, supervis-
ing computer applications, overseeing cost
control, evaluation of projects/schemes, han-
dling lax matters etc. The following activities
were undertaken by the Department during the
year.

]. Preparation of Annual Budget, Perfor-
mance Budget, Foreign Travel Budget etc.

2. Review and Revision of budget under
Zero Based Budgeting and exercising bud-
getary control.

3. Maintenance of the accounts of the Board,
preparation of Annual Accounts and Bal-
ance Sheet, presentation of the accounts
for audit by the Accountant General,
Kerala and the audited accounts to the
Rubber Board/Ministry/Parliament.

Placing demands for grant from Govt,
from time to time, receiving funds from
Government and ensuring its optimum
utilization.

Advising on financial propriety and regu-
larity of transactions and regulating pay-
ments.

Assisting the Cost Accounts Branch of
the Ministry of Finance in ascertain-
ing the cost of production of Natural Rub-
ber.

Preparation of financial statements for
project reports and schemes.

Dealing with Central Income Tax, Agricul-
tural Income Tax and Sales Tax matters re-
lating to the activities of the Board.

Co-ordinating the activities of the trad-
ing and processing companies jointly
promoted by the Rubber Board and Rub-
ber Producers Societies.

Computerised Data Processing in the
field of financial accounting, pay roll etc.

Drawal and disbursement of pay and
other entitlements of the employees of



the Board based on the orders issued by
Govt, of India from time to time.

12. Management of Pension Fund and Gen-
eral Provident Fund and regulating dis-
bursements therefrom.

13. Implementation of the Scheme of Com-
puterization and Networking ofall depart-

ments of the Board.
Annual Accounts 2001-02

Annual Accounts of the Board for the year
2001-02 were prepared and presented to Ac-
countant General, Kerala for audit within the
stipulated time. The Audit Report and the Au-
dited Accounts with the certificate received
from the AG Kerala were adopted by the 146"
meeting of the Board held on 30.11.02 and sub-
mitted to the Govt, of India within the time

frame.

Revised Estimates for 2002-03 and Budget
Estimates for 2003-04

The Revised Budget for 2002-03 and Bud-
get Estimates for 2003-04 were prepared within
the time frame and submitted to the Govern-
ment. Budget sanctioned for the year 2002-03
was Rs. 113.31 crore comprising Rs. 98.31 crore
under Plan and Rs. 15 crore under Non Plan. As
against this the actual expenditure for the year
was Rs. 96.75 crore (Plan Rs. 84.08 crore and
Non Plan Rs. 12.67 crore). The sanctioned bud-
get for the year 2003-04 is Rs. 107.41 crorecom-
prising Rs. 93.28 crore under Plan (Budgetary
support of Rs. 83.54 crore and Opening Balance
of Rs. 9.74 crore) under Plan and Rs. 14.13 crore
under Non Plan (Budgetary support - Rs. 10.50

crore plus I&EBR - Rs. 3.63 crore).
Management of Funds
() General Fund

Funds amounting to Rs. 81.29 crore was

received from Government as budgetary sup-
port during the year 2002-03. The internal re-
sources during the year was about Rs. 12.08
crore. The total expenditure during the year was

Rs. 96.75 crore.
(i) General Provident Fund/Pension Fund

The balance under the General Provident
Fund as on 31stMarch 2003 was Rs. 18.11 crore
and that of Pension Fund Rs. 11.08 crore. The
accumulations in the funds were invested in
long-term securities to obtain optimum re-
turns. The Board is maintaining GPF accounts
for 2131 subscribers. There were 562 pension-

ers on the rolls during the year.

(iii) Cost Accounts

The Cost Accounts Division of the F & A
Dept, continued to collect, analyze and update
cost data on production of natural rubber,
planting material etc. Information sought for
by the Government, other Statutory Bodies and
or agencies were furnished as and when re-
quired.

The Finance and Accounts Department
examined various aspects relating to Sales Tax
and Agricultural Income Tax matters and ap-

propriate advice were given.
(iv) Internal Audit Division

The Internal Audit Division is headed by
the Internal Audit Officer under the functional
control of Director (Finance). It isan important
tool of the Chairman to ascertain the state of
affairs of different Departments/Divisions/
Sections/Offices/Establishments and for set-
ting matters right by taking prompt remedial
measures. It also assists the various depart-
ments in the effective discharge oftheir respon-
sibilities by furnishing the correct analysis, ap-
praisal, recommendations and pertinent corn-
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merits on the activities of the Board. It also car-
ries out liaison work with the Audit department
of the AG’s office in Kerala.

The main functions of the Internal Audit
Division are inspection/audit of various of-
fices/estahlishments of the Board, verification
of pension and retirement benefits/absorption
cases and other referred cases on various ser-
vice matters and conducting special audits as
directed by Chairman etc. During the period
under report, Internal Audit/Inspection was
conducted in 46-offices/establishment spread

all over the country.

Audit of the Accounts of the Board for
the year 2001-02 was taken up by AG, Kerala
during July-August 2002 and their report con-
taining 26 audit paragraphs were received.
Replies to all the audit paragraphs were pre-
pared and submitted. The total number of out-
standing audit paras as on 31.3.03 is 91 includ-
ing that of 2001-02. The inspection report of
the Internal Audit Wing of the Ministry of

Commerce is also handled by the Division. 5
audit paras in the above report are outstand-
ing as on date.

Economy in the use and maintenance of
vehicles and consumption of fuel was ensured
by follow up procedures and Govt. Orders.

Annual physical verification of stock and
stores were updated by initiating follow up ac-
tion with concerned offices/units and ensured
the disposal of unserviceable items.

(v) Electronic Data Processing

The Electronic Data Processing Division
under the Department takes care of the com-
puterized programmes and its application. The
Division processed pay rolls and handled the
financial accounting, GPF Account, Pensioners
account, work relating to the preparation of
Budget, Nominal Rolls etc. The Division looks
after procurement and maitenance of Hard-
ware/Software requirements of the different

departments of the Board.



LICENSING & EXCISE DUTY

T he Rubber Board has been entrusted with the
responsibility of assessment and collection of
the duty of excise (cess) on rubber produced in
India under Section 12 of the Rubber Act 1947.
The cess so levied and collected is remitted to
the Consolidated Fund of India. All transactions
in rubber are regulated under and in accor-
dance with the licences issued by the Board as
provided in Section 14 of the Rubber Act 1947.
The quantity of rubber transacted by every li-
cence is to be declared to the Board through
periodical returns. Interstate transport of rub-
ber is regulated by a declaration in form ‘N.’ Pe-
riodical inspections are conducted to verify the
genuineness of the accounts maintained and
stock held by the manufacturers/dealers/pro-
cessors. These functions are monitored/dis-
charged by the Licensing & Excise Duty Depart-
ment of the Rubber Board, consisting of the fol-
lowing Divisions & Offices.

I.EXCISE DUTY DIVISION

The issuance of licence to manufacturers

to acquire rubber, assessment and collection of

cess on rubber acquired by them and its remit-
tance to the consolidated Fund of India, are the
important functions of the Excise Duty Divi-

sion.

(i) Issuance of Licence

The function of issue of licence includes
the work of issue of new licences to prospec-
tive manufacturing units and renewal of the ex-
isting licence for the subsequent year. The de-
tails oflicences issued during 2002-2003 are fur-
nished below.

Fresh Licence 244 Nos.
Renewal of Licence 4696 Nos.
Total 4940 Nos.

During the period, licences in respect of
9 units were cancelled on the basis of the re-
guest of licencees. The total number of li-
censed manufacturers as at the end of 31/3/
2003 was 4931. The state-wise distribution of
licensed manufacturers as at the end of 31st

March 2003 was detailed hereunder:
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SI. No. Name of State/ Number of
Union Territory Units

01 Kerala 854
02 Maharashtra 578
03 Punjab 511
04 Tamilnadu 486
05 Uttar Pradesh 439
06  West Bengal 435
07  Gujarat 381
08 Ilarvana 324
09  Delhi 220
10 Karnataka 203
11 Andra Pradesh 160
12 Rajasthan 111
13 Madhya Pradesh 82
14  Bihar’ 27
15  Pondicherry 33
16 Goa, Dadra &

Nagarhaveli & Daman 33
17  Orissa 13
18 Chandigarh n
19 Jammu & Kashmir 9
20 Ilimachal Pradesh 8
21 Assam 8
22 Tripura 5

Total 4931

The Division also prepared and supplied
a list of licensed manufacturers for the use of
various stake holders of the industry. The Divi-
sion also renewed the licences of 2989 existing
manufacturers for the year 2003-2004.

(i) Registration of letter of authorisation to
purchase rubber by agent/dealers on
behalfof manufacturers

The division registered 999 letters of au-
thorization issued by various manufacturers in
favour of their agent dealers to purchase and
despatch rubber on their behalf during 2002-
2003.
(iii)

Registration of Branch/Purchase Depot

On the basis of the applications received
from the manufacturers, 6 new branches/pur-

chase depots were registered during the year

under report.

(iv) Letter of authorization to purchase
rubber

Special authorization to 10 organisations/
institutions to acquire rubber for experimental
purposes were issued in lieu of regular licence,
after collecting the relevant cess in advance.

(v) Assessment and Collection of Duty of
Excise (Cess) on rubber

The total assessment of cess on rubber
during 2002-2003 was Rs. 8206 lakh as against
Rs. 8182 lakh during 2001-2002. The total num-
ber of half yearly returns (form ‘M’) collected
from the manufacturers during the year was
10294. The Liaison Officers and the Inspecting
staffunder the Department functioning at vari-
ous parts of the country furnished 2181 inspec-
tion reports, on which appropriate actions were

taken.

The duty of excise (cess) on rubber col-
lected during the period under report was Rs.
8204 lakh against Rs. 8114 lakh collected dur-
ing 2001-2002.

The aggregate of licence fee and service
charges collected during 2002-2003 was Rs.
8,85,663/-. Besides a sum of Rs. 8 lakh was col-
lected towards penal interest on belated remit-

tance of cess.
Il. MARKET INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

The most important function of the Mar-
ket Intelligence Division is to prevent evasion
of cess on rubber. The activities undertaken by
the Division include-

a) Conducting inspections at the business
premises of dealers, verifying their books
of accounts, returns and other state-
ments.



b)

d)

e)

f)

Conduct investigations about the genu-
ineness of rubber dealers.

Initiate steps to prevent unfair trading in
rubber.

Cross verification of the statutory returns
filed by dealers/manufacturers and pro-
Cessors.

Checking rubber consignments in transit
and at checkposts etc.

Close monitoring of the interstate move-

ment of rubber.

These functions are attended by

The inspection squads functioning at
Taliparamba, Kochi, Kottayam and
Nagercoil.

Market Intelligence Inspectors function-
ing at Palakkad, Punalur and Nagercoil.

The checkpost machineries at Walayar in
Palakkad Dist.,
Kasaragod Dist. of Kerala and Kavalkinar

Manjeswaram in

in Thirunelveli Dist., Tamilnadu.

The brief activities of the Division are-

During the period under report, the in-
spection squad spent several days on tour
and inspected the business premises of
2768 licensed dealers and detected unli-
censed dealings of 158 dealers. Discrep-
ancies/irregularities in the case of 452
dealers involving 10,95,333 kgs as short-
age/unaccounted stock/irregular sales
were detected. A sum of Rs. 16,42,999/-
was collected towards cess on rubber
from the parties involved. The Squad also
conducted 687 road checking and surprise
visits to the checkposts, Railway Parcel Of-
fices and border areas.

On the basis of serious irregularities de-

tected, the licences of 10 dealers were sus-

pended and an amount of Rs. 1,63,990/-
was collected towards cess loss involved.

Prosecution steps against 5 rubber deal-
ers for having purchased rubber below
the statutory minimum price were initi-
ated. One dealer was convicted by the
Court and the remaining four cases are
pending in the concerned courts.

In order to strengthen surveillance on in-
terstate movement of rubber, regular
checking of the documents accompany-
ing the rubber consignment were con-
ducted at the three checkposts at Walayar
in Palakkad District, Bengra Manjes-
waram in Kasargode District of Keralaand
Kavalkinar in Thirunelveli District of
Tamilnadu.

The surveillance exercised through the
three checkposts helped in detecting il-
licit transport of rubber. During the pe-
riod under report, the officials at Walayar,
Manjeswaram and Kavalkinar check-
posts detained 31 consignments of rub-
ber for irregular movement. Of this, 12
consignments were allowed to cross the
border on production of valid docu-
ments/satisfactory explanation and 19
consignments were released after collect-
ing a sum of Rs. 9,79,363/- towards cess
amount and security deposit equivalent
to the cess involved in the quantity as the
consignors failed to produce convincing
evidence/explanation for the lapses. Nec-
essary assistance was provided to the
Sales Tax/Police officials who have de-
tained 17 consignments of rubber at-
tempted to cross the border without valid
documents/under suspicious ground.
The Inspection Squad detected clandes-
tine transport of 1131 MT of rubber
through coastal cargo transport and the
investigations are going on.
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* 39049 consignments of rubber which passed through the three check posts as under, were

checked.

1 Walayar Checkpost
2 Manjeswaram Checkpost
3 Kavalkinar Checkpost

Total

. 16500 books of Form ‘N’ declarations un-
der different categories were got printed
and 14320 form N books were supplied
to various estates, processors, dealers

and manufacturers. 52236 Nos of Form N

declarations were received at Market In-

telligence Division and most of the same
were scrutinized wherever discrepancies
were noticed, explantaion/clarifications
were called for from the concerned par-

ties and appropriate action taken.

. The monthly returns and copies of Form
N declarations received from various
dealers/manufacturers/processors/es-
tales were cross checked at random and
detected discrepancies in 398 cases. A
sum of Rs. 1752650/- was also realized in
the case of irreconcilable transactions.

. Thus on account of the efforts of the
Market Intelligence Division, a total
amount of Rs. 46,50,002/- was collected,
which otherwise could not have been pos-

sible.

I11. LICENSING DIVISION

Licensing of rubber dealers, processors
and registration of their branches and agents,
initiation of punitive action against erring deal-
ers and processors are the main functions of

the Licensing Division situated at Kochi.

25547 consignments

8898
4604

39049

1) Licensing of Dealers

The number of licensed dealers which
stood at 9492 at the beginning of the year mar-
ginally increased to 9722 at the end of the year.
During the period under report, 1059 new li-
censes were issued and the licenses of 2472
dealers were renewed. Besides, the licences of
1573 dealers were also renewed for a period of
5 years from 1.4.2003.

2) Licensing of Processors

The total number of Processor’s licence
issued during the period was 137 as on 31/3/
2003. The Licences of 20 Processors were also
renewed for a period of five years from
1.4.2003.

3) Suspension and revocation of license of
dealers and Processors

During the year, 100 licences of dealers
and one processor’s license were cancelled. Be-
sides, licences of 10 dealers were suspended
due to violations of the provisions of the Rub-
ber Act and Rules. The suspension order in re-
spect of 1dealer was rescinded and the licence
was restored after receiving satisfactory expla-

nation for the lapses committed by him.
4) Registration of Branches and Agencies

During the year, 331 branches of dealers
and processors were newly registered making
the total number of branches to 1038 as at the



end of March 2003. Besides, letters of authori-
zation issued by 345 principal dealers in favour
of their agents to purchase and despatch rub-
ber on their behalfwere registered during 2002-
2003.

5) Collection of money from Dealers

Asum ofRs. 9,11,123/- was collected from
dealers to make good the loss of cess on rubber
on account of their irregular transaction/dis-

crepancies in stock.
6) Supply of‘N’Form

6218 books of ‘N’ forms were issued to
various estates, dealers, processors and manu-
facturers in Kochi area for interstate transport
of rubber.

During the year, a sum of Rs. 49,10,672/-
was collected by the Division towards licence

fee/service charge/cess on rubber.

7) State-wise distribution of Dealers

SI. Name of State/ Number
No. Union Territory

01 Kerala 8620
02 Tamilnadu 195
03 Punjab 153
04  Delhi 120
05 Karnataka 115
06 Tripura 113
07 Maharashtra 95
08 West Bengal 76
09 Uttar Pradesh 67
10 Gujarat 42
11 Haryana 38
12 Assam 24
13 Rajasthan 22

14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

8) District - wise Distribution of
dealers in Kerala

SI.
No.
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14

Meghalaya
Andra Pradesh

Bihar

Chandigarh
Madhya Pradesh
Andaman & Nicobar
Pondicherry
Nagaland

Orissa

Goa

Jammu & Kashmir

Total:

Name of
District
Kottayam
Kollam
Ernakulam
Pathanamthitta
Thiruvanathapuram
Kannur

Idukki
Malappuram
Palakkad
Kozhikode
Trichur
Alappuzha
Kasargod

Wynad

Total

=Y
~N

B e, N W W MM DN O

Nil

9722

No. of
Dealers
2304
1734
1105
1069
768
423
409
408
350
191

163

151

88

57

8620
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IV. SUB OFFICES/LIAISON OFFICES

With a view toimproving collection ofcess
on rubber and to maintain liaison with various
Ministries, trade and Industry, Board maintains
9 Sub Offices in the major rubber consuming
centres at Chennai, Bangalore, Secunderabad,
Ahmedabad, Kanpur, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Jalandhar and New Delhi. These offices func-
tion mainly to assess the suitability ofapplicants
who apply for licences to deal in rubber/acquire
rubber for rubber goods manufacturing. The
purchase made by the rubber goods manufac-
turers and dealers and stock held by them were
verified at random. Verifications of the books

of accounts and records of the license holders
were also done to ensure that all rubber pro-
cured by them were properly accounted and
subjected to assessment of cess. Surprise in-
spections were conducted to detect unlicensed
dealing in rubber and manufacturing of rubber
goods in contravention of the provisions of the
Rubber Act and Rules in order to prevent loss
of revenue towards cess. The other functions
of these Offices are to inspect the Factory/Busi-
ness premises of the Manufacturers & Dealers
to verify the correctness of the returns submit-
ted by them and to check the inter-state trans-

port of rubber to detect malpractices.



PROCESSING AND
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

The Dept, of Processing and Product Devel-
opment continued to provide technical and fi-
nancial support to the rubber and rubberwood
processing units particularly in the small hold-
ings sector for improving the quality of their
products and its marketing through various
measures.

Upon lifting of the Quantitative Restric-
tions on natural rubber with effect from 1/4/
2001, the Govt, of India approved a scheme for
providing technical and financial assistance to
the Technically Specified Rubber Processors in
the various sectors for improving the quality
and consistency of block rubber produced by
them, reducing cost of production and strength-
ening environmental protection systems. The
total outlay sanctioned for the scheme was Rs.
5 crore. Under the scheme financial assistance
was given to 26 block rubber factories, 26 latex
centrifuging factories. 242 Rubber Producers
Societies were equipped with facilities for raw
material collection from the small holdings for
regular supply to theTSR factories. Financial as-
sistance was also given to a rubberwood pro-
cessing factory in the RPS sector under the
scheme. The total expenditure made during the
year under the scheme was Rs. 496.15 lakh.

The Board organised a visit ofa 12 mem -
ber delegation from Rubber Board and block
rubber processors to the block rubber facto-
ries in Thailand and Indonesia to study the lat-
est developments in processing and quality
control.

The Board continued to check the quality
of rubber imported through the designated
ports of Kolkatta and Vizakhapatnam. During
the year 2002-03, a total quantity of 24591 M.
tonnes of rubber was inspected and recom-
mended for clearance by the customs. 320 M.
tonnes of rubber was rejected as itdid not meet
the prescribed quality standards. The Board
also continued to monitor the import of rub-
ber through non designated ports.

During the year, the Board promoted ex-
port of various grades of sheet rubber, block
rubber and latex concentrate by providing in-
centives. To ensure the quality of rubber so ex-
ported, the board carried out the quality check
of rubber from December, 02. During this pe-
riod, 3383 M. tonnes of block rubber, 6225 M.
tonnes of latex concentrate and 24826 M.
tonnes of RSS grades were put to quality check
and cleared for export. During the same period

121 M. tonnes of block rubber, 21.5 M. tonnes
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of latex concentrate and 1393 M. tonnes of RSS
grades were rejected upon quality check.

The Dept, conducted 172 inspections to
check quality of block rubber and latex concen-
trate produced in the country. Testing facilities
for raw rubber, latex, chemicals, effluents etc.

major natural rubber producing/exporting
countries to promote export of rubber from In-
dia. These have already been discussed in a
meeting convened by the BIS and further steps
are in progress at BIS level.

The Board continued to give technical and

Technically Specified Rubber (Block Rubber)

to the processors and consumers of rubber
were provided and 16846 samples were tested.
The Board also participated in the international
and national Round Robin Cross Checks for its
Central Testing Laboratory.

The Board continued to provide demon-
stration and training facilities to the rubber pro-
cessors in processing and quality control, envi-
ronmental protection and ISO 9000 Quality
Management System through its Model TSR
factory, Pilot Latex Processing Centre (PLPC),
Pilot Crumb Rubber Factory (PCRF) and Radia-
tion and Vulcanised Natural Rubber latex

(RVNRL) plant.

The Board submitted a proposal to the
Bureau of Indian Standards to bring out speci-
fications for RSS grades and also to amend the
standards in force for block natural rubber and
latex concentrate to align with standards of the

financial assistance to the processing and trad-
ing companies in the RPS and Co-operative
sectors for processing and marketing of rub-
ber and distribution of estate inputs.

The Model Rubberwood factory set up
under the World Bank Aided Project viz.
India Rubber Project continued to provide
demonstration and training facilities to the
Rubberwood processors and the new entre-
preneurs in processing and value addition,
quality control and environmental protection
systems.

The Rubberwood Testing Laboratory set
up under the World Bank Aided Project pro-
vided testing facilities to rubberwood proces-
sors, offered training facilities and also partici-
pated in a few R & D projects relating to
rubberwood undertaken bv the Rubber Re-
search Institute of India.



The Bureau of Indian Standards had
brought out standards for chemically treated
and kiln dried rubberwood. With a view to pro-
moting the use of rubberwood in Govt, institu-
tions, the Govt, of Kerala has approved pro-
cessed rubberwood for manufacture of furni-
ture and the Store Purchase Rules of the Govt,
of Kerala have been ammended accordingly.

Steps were taken to introduce processed
rubberwood as an eco friendly timber suited for
furniture and interiors.The Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore has decided to go for furni-
ture from processed rubberwood for furnish-
ing their new hostel complex consisting of 920
rooms. This will help in the promotion of
rubberwood in furniture and interior among
premier research/educational/Govt./Quasi
Govt, institutions in India. The Board partici-
pated in the following national/international
fairs and distributed technical literature and
catalogues on rubberwood/rubberwood prod-
ucts to promote its use in the national/interna-
tional market.

National Fairs

01. Inside outside Megashow', Chennai, Sep
tember, 2002.

02. Society Interiors Expo, Chennai, October,

2002.
03. Index—2002, Mumbai, October, 2002.

04. Inside outside Megashow', Bangalore,
October, 2002.

05. India International Trade Fair, New Delhi,
November, 2002.

0(5. Interbuild, New Delhi, December, 2002.

07. India International Furniture Fair, Banga
lore, February, 2002.

08. IIYVT—2003, Chennai, February, 2003.

International Fairs

01. India Trade Fair, Osaka, Japan, November
2002.

02. ASFI, Birmingham, UK, November, 2002.
03. IFFT, Tokyo, Japan, November 2002.
04. IFEX, Abudhabi, February 2003.

05. International Furniture Fair, Singapore,
March 2003.

Participation in these fairs would help to
project India as a potential supplier of pro-
cessed rubberwood among the major consum-
ing countries. As a result, a few serious enqui-

ries for export were received.
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TRAINING AND TECHNICAL CONSULTANCY

The Department of Training and Technical
Consultancy consists of two Divisions viz. Train-
ing Division and Technical Consultancy Divi-
sion. The Training Division isconducting differ-
ent training programmes for the benefit of the
industry consisting of Rubber Plantation sec-
tor and Processing & Product Manufacturing
sector. The Technical Consultancy Division pro-
vides technical assistance to entrepreneurs for
setting up of Rubber based units, and to rubber
goods manufacturers for solving production
problems and assessment of quality by way of

testing of rubber products.

The T & TC Department also provides
technical support and guidance for the export

of natural rubber.

A) TRAINING DIVISION

The Rubber Training Centre is located
near Puthuppally 8 km. east of Kottayam, ad-
jacent to the Rubber Research Institute of In-

dia. Itis housed inapicturesque building of 3710

m2area having 5 lecture halls with modern
amenities. The Centre has a hostel to provide
accommodation for 30 participants. The Cen-
tre has also a library, museum and an audito-
rium. The Centre has two Demonstration labs
to impart training in Rubber Processing and
Product Manufacturing Technology during

training programmes.

The major target group identified for training

are:
» Farmers
S} Managers/Superintendents
9 Rubber Producers Societies
£ Rubber Marketing Societies
Rubber Dealers
© Rubber Processors
Rubber Products Manufacturers
> Entrepreneurs

Rubber and Rubber Products Exporters



a Production Managers

© Quality Control Managers

0 Participants from abroad

During the year under report, 30 dif-
ferent training programmes were con-

¢ Women including SC/ST categories ducted for the various target groups. A brief
0 Students profile of the beneficiaries are:
Category No. of beneficiaries
' Rubber Processing 155
' Rubber Product Manufacturing 186
’ RPS Presidents & Rubber Dealers 33
’ Farmers/RPS Members 2885
’ Tappers 402
' Agricultural/Rubber Technology Students 55
’ Persons on visit cum training 1028
* Employees of the Board 117
Total 4861

The beneficiaries included 1058 Women
and 237 Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

The Rubber Training Centre of the Board
at Kottayam was enrolled as a permanent mem -
ber of the Indian Society for Training and De-
velopment, New Delhi.

B) Technical Consultancy Division

The Technical Consultancy Division pro-
vides technical assistance to promote the rub-
ber goods manufacturing industry in the coun-
try. The major activities of the division are pro-
viding technical assistance to entrepreneurs in
setting up rubber based industries, develop-
ment of rubber products, solving production

1 Kerala

problems of existing units and quality control
by testing rubber chemicals/rubber com -
pounds/products as per National and Interna-
tional standards. The Division also undertakes
activities like conducting workshops and semi-
nars to promote rubber based industries,
preparation of detailed project reports, mar-
ket survey reports, trade directories etc. With
the aim of increasing the consumption of Natu-
ral Rubber, the division is now engaged in
the setting up of Rubber Industrial Parks.
The implementation of the Rubber Park Pro-
ject is progressing and the status report of
Rubber

the Industrial Parks are as given

below:

2 Tamilnadu

3 Tripura

1st phase of the project has been completed.
2nd phase of the project is being completed.

Sanction of the project under ASIDE scheme
with private participation is awaited.

Project proposal is under consideration of
Govt, of India
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I Abriefreport of the Activities of the Division is given under

1 Project Reports/Schemesprepared
2 Technical assistance

3 Rubber products developed for
various units/entrepreneurs

4 Quality Control

9 Nos.

75 Manufacturing Units

44 Nos.

1106 samples were tested for 5930

parameters

5 Rubberisation of Roads

Promotion of natural rubber modified

bitumen (NRMB) for road surfacing was continued.
Performance Evaluation of NRMB roads in Kerala,
Tamilnadu & Pondicherry was conducted in asso
ciation with Central Road Research Institute.

6 Development of Seismic Bearings

The final report from Structural

Canal lining

Major achievements

Engineering and Research Centre was reviewed and
an interaction with Engineers from SERC was in
progress towards design of the bearings and fabri
cation of moulds for preparation of bearings.

The lab scale experiments on lining of

canals with latex compound was successful as re
ported by Kerala Engineering Research Institute.
The trial has been extended to ponds as well and
the results are awaited.

The development of rubber compo

nents by the Division for floor cleaning machines
of M/s. Roots Multiclean Pvt. Ltd., Coimbatore has
been appreciated, being an import substitute.

The Division also monitors the export pro-
motion of NR. The total quantity of NR exported
from April 2002 to March 2003 was 55311 MT.
In value terms, NR exported in 2002-03 was es-
timated at Rs. 185.12 crore, equivalent to US$
38.17 million. An “Export Promotion Cell” was
constituted in the Division to provide the ser-
vices for export marketing and an “Export In-
spection Team” to conduct quality check and
issue of Quality Certificates required for the ex-
port of rubber.

The Board has developed an interactive
website facilitating electronic commerce exclu-

sively for export promotion of Natural Rubber.
The Market Study Report conducted by the
consultant, M/s. Accenture India Pvt. Ltd., New
Delhi, has been completed and submitted the
final report. Implementation ofthe recommen-
dations of the study report is under progress.
During the year 2002-03, the Board participated
in three international trade fairs namely
Europlast (held at Paris from June 3-7,
2002), China Plas (held at Shanghai, China
from June 25-29, 2002) and SAITEX (held
at Johannesburg, South Africa from October
2-6, 2002).
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STATISTICS AND PLANNING

I. General Statistics

The activities undertaken by the Statis-
tics & Planning Department during the period
April 2002 to March 2003 included regular moni-
toring of the data on supply, demand, stock and
price of rubber and presenting them to the
Board and the Government. Demand-Supply
position of natural rubber was reviewed peri-
odically by the Board which met on 22/7/02, 30/
11/02 and the Statistics & Import/Export Com-
mittee of the Board which met on 21/9/02 and
24/3/03. For discussions in these meetings,
notes supplemented with statistical data re-
flecting the current and future scenarios in the
NR sector were prepared by the Department.

The statutory monthly returns collected
every month from rubber growers, dealers,
processors and manufacturers were compiled
and analysed. In order to ascertain the monthly
variation in production, stock etc. pertaining to
small growers, sample studies in small holding
sector were continued. The data collected from
various sources were compiled and production,
consumption, import and stock of rubber were
worked out on monthly basis. The required sta-

tistical information for publishing the ‘Rubber
Statistical News’ (monthly) w'as prepared. This
publication covers the trend in production,
consumption, stock, import/export of natural
rubber, synthetic rubber and reclaimed rub-
ber, price of natural rubber and many other
details. The Board published Indian Rubber
Statistics Vol. 25, 2002 in April 2002. This publi-
cation covers detailed information on area un-
der rubber, production, consumption, import,
export, price etc of natural, synthetic and re-
claimed rubber and manufacturers, dealers,
rubber products, labourers etc. Italso contains
world rubber statistics. The Department fur-
nished relevant statistical information to the
Government and various organizations con-
nected with the rubber industry.

Annual reports were collected from pro-
cessors of centrifuged latex, block rubber, PLC
and crepe mills to ascertain the production of
various grades of rubber, installed capacity etc.
Annual returns relating to the year 2002-2003
were collected from manufacturers of rubber
goods to work out consumption of rubber ac-
cording toend products, classification ofmanu-
facturers according to consumption.
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Statewise consumption of Natural Rubber (NR),
Synthetic Rubber (SR), Reclaimed Rubber (RR)
were prepared from monthly returns collected
from manufacturers.

The census of rubber holdings in selected
villages in Kerala using stratified random sam -
pling technique, was continued. On the basis of
the data so generated, prepared suitable statis-
tical tables and analysis done.

Il. Planning

Annual Plan proposals for 2003-04 on
rubber were prepared and presented to the
Govt. A comprehensive note on review of rub-
ber plantation industry was also prepared and
presented to the Government.

I11. Supply of information to World Organizations

The S & P Department continued to sup-
ply information about the NR industry in India
to world organizations like the Association of
Natural Rubber Producing Countries (ANRPC),
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and International
Rubber Study Group (1RSG), London.

On behalf of the Govt, of India, the Chair-
man, Rubber Board participated in the IXth
meeting of ANRPC Co-ordinating Committee
on Production and Marketing Strategies at Thai-
land in August 2002,26th meeting of the ANRPC
Executive Committee and 25th meeting of the
ANRPC Assembly at Yogyakarta, Indonesia in
November 2002. The Joint Director (S & P) par-
ticipated in the one-day Workshop on NR Sta-
tistics and Eleventh meeting of ANRPC Com-
mittee on NR Statistics held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia in September 2002.
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STATISTICAL TABLES

Table-1

PRODUCTION, IMPORT, EXPORT & CONSUMPTION OF NR

Month Production
April 2002 39800
May 42410
June 43635
July 45835
August 51475
September ” 58480
October 63215
November 75410
December ” 80495
January 2003 75525
February 35050
March 38105
Total 649435

* Source: DGCI & S, Calcutta.

(Tonnes)
Import*

2015
1242
936
2096
5067
687
818
317
161
3187
6114

3589

26229

Export
(Indigenous&

Imported)
3928
2697
2917
3738
1200
6159
6814
5872
4740
4264
4676
8306

55311

Consumption

54510
56505
56740
58920
57835
57380
57750
58470
59455
60210
59525

58125

695425
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Table

-2

STOCK OF NATURAL RUBBER ATTHE END OF EACH MONTH

Month

April 2002

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

January 2003

February
March

(Tonnes)

Growers, dealers &
Processors

111200
100030
93835
83875
87595
91830
87335
100605
111145
119295
84280
65655

Table-3

Manufacturers

65290
60950
52015
47335
41125
32520
34995
34590
40495
46575
57080
52340

Total

176490
160980
145850
131210
128720
124350
122330
135195
151640
165870
141360
117995

PRODUCTION, IMPORT & CONSUMPTION OF SYNTHETIC RUBBER

Month
April 2002
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January 2003
February
March

Total

(Tonnes)

Production
5680
6497
6791
5904
7505
6715
6247
6370
7209
7800
6642
7041

80401

* Source: DGCI & S, Calcutta.

Import*
8485
9481

11791
12147
13438
11988
15202
11730
9733
9360
5611
5509

124475

Consumption
14885
15065
15545
16370
16790
16370
17365
17160
16860
16780
15615
16045

194850



Table-4

PRODUCTION & CONSUMPTION OF RECLAIMED RUBBER

(Tonnes)

Month Production* Consumption
April 2002 5580 5545
May y 5405 5370
June ' 5545 5490
July " 5675 5615
August ” 5705 5750
September ” 5850 5860
October " 5905 5925
November Y 5640 5670
December " 5580 5650
January 2003 5790 5840
February ’ 5440 5390
March " 5270 5215

Total 67385 67320
* Indigenous purchase by manufacturers
Table-5

MONTHLY AVERAGE PRICE OF VARIOUS GRADES OF NATURAL RUBBER IN INDIA
(Rs/Quintal)

Month RSS 1 RSS 2RSS 3 RSS 4 RSS 5 1SNR5 ISNR10 [ISNR20 ISNR 50
April 2002 3738 3638 3538 3389 3101 3412 3312 3163 2912
May 3960 3860 3760 3589 3219 3547 3437 3257 3072
June 4315 4215 4115 3979 3625 3865 3764 3594 3416
July 4206 4106 4006 3830 3549 3808 3708 3535 3344
August 4106 4006 3906 3732 3484 3703 3603 3424 3245
September » 4148 4048 3948 3765 3622 3840 3740 3608 3397
October” 4038 3938 3838 3667 3515 3738 3638 3511 3298
November " 4007 3907 3807 3677 3564 3730 3630 3499 3286
December ” 4516 4416 4316 4196 3911 4168 4068 3960 3692
January2003 4704 4604 4504 4300 4077 4428 4328 4182 3923
February 4753 4653 4553 4384 4280 4555 4455 4323 4101
March 4903 4803 4703 4517 4372 4691 4591 4417 4284
ANNUAL 4283 4183 4083 3919 3693 3957 3856 3706 3498

AVERAGE
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Table-6

MONTHLY AVERAGE PRICE OFVARIOUS GRADES OF NATURAL
RUBBER IN KUALALUMPUR MARKET

(Rs/Quintal)

Month RSS1 RSS2 RSS3 RSS4 RSS5 SMR5 SMR 10  SMR 20
April 2002 3517 3441 3422 3286 3221 3350 3267 3241
May ) 3509 3446 3426 3290 3225 3337 3274 3248
June ) 4152 4067 4047 3911 3846 4034 4008 3982
July T 4142 4078 4058 3922 3858 4059 3988 3959
August ’ 4153 4110 4090 3955 3891 4117 4056 4030
September " 4395 4348 4329 4194 4129 4450 4399 4373
October ) 4046 4001 3982 3847 3783 4212 4167 4141
November ) 4000 3955 3936 3801 3737 4214 4169 4144
December ? 4007 3962 3943 3809 3745 4217 4168 4142
January 2003 4219 4330*  4330%  4226*  4109* 4416 4366 4340
February ) 4563  4716*  4716*  4613* 4497 4640 4552 4527
March " 5008  5046*  5046*  4944*  4828* 4638 4563 4538
ANNUAL 4143 3934**  3915%*  377Q% 3715 4140 4081 4055
AVERAGE

Piom Januaiy 2003 onwards Malaysia discontinued publishing the price of RSS2 to RSS-5
grades of natural rubber.

* Singapore price

** Average for 9 months only.



