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B r ie f  report on the sessio n  on nutrition  o f Hevea

The s e s s jo t^ f the sym posium  on the nutrition  o f Heve^ w as held 
on 4th whjly w ith su ce ss ive ly  D r , P . Compagnon and D r , O .S *  P e rie s  in  
the c h a ir .

Contributions w ere rece ived  from  most of the IR R D B  Institute 
and nine papers w ere presented covering  a ll the most im portant aspects 
o f the subject followed by keen d iscu ssio n s.

It w as em phasized at the la st meeting on nutrition  o f hevea on A/terch 
1970 th®t c lo se  cooperation between so il s c ie n tis t , b iochem ist and physi­
o log ist would be of great benefit fo r future developm ents in  th is  fie ld .

A ll the papers presented by the m em bers In stitu tes illu stra te d  
outstandingly the benefit which has been draw n, which continued to be d raw n , 
and , which is  expected from  a c lo se  cooperation and exchange of inform ation 
fo r p ro g ress toward the most econom ic p ractice s in  rubber m anuring.

The o rientation toward d iscrim in a to ry  fe r t iliz e r  recom m endations, 
using le a f d iagnosis as a guide fo r the nutrition  status of the tre e s  but taking 
account of environm ent cond itions, the ^^ecific ch a ra c te ris tic s  of the so ils  
and the sp e c ific  reactions of each clone , is  followed along the sam e general 
lin e s by each m em bers In stitu te s• The im plem entation o f such a program  
which involve as a background, The knowledge of the typ ica l so ils  most 
used fo r rubber in each country and the perform ance of m anure experim ents 
on rep resentative  a reas w ith the most common cu ltiv a rs  has reached 
d ifferent stages in d ifferen t m em bers In stitu te s , depending on the p a rtic u la r 
conditions existing  in each co un tries.

It  is  obvious that the g reat p rogress made by the unit which is  
the m ost in advance is  o f g reat benefit fo r a ll other u n its .





Considering the most im portant p ro g ress made in  the la s t y e a rs , 
it appears v e ry  c le a r ly  that an outstanding step fo rw ard  has been made 
in  the la s t th ree y e a rs  w ith the dem onstration of a v e ry  im portant manu- 
rin g -stim u la tio n  in te ractio n .
The re su lts  obtained in  v e ry  d ifferent p laces a re  nevertheless v e ry  
consistant and tend to prove that K  and N a re  the most im portant nutrients 
to achieve the highest y ie ld  w ith stim u latio n , using the best clo ne , that 
is  a lso  supported by physio log ical co nsid eratio ns.

It appears that w ith the high y ie ld s  which can now be expected, 
com pensation m anuring m ust become a common p ractice  w ith the m a jo rity  
of leached tro p ica l so ils  most frequently used fo r rubber cu ltivation  , except 
i f  o ther lim itin g  fa c to rs  of the environm ent in te rfe re  and cannot be co rrected  

It a lso  ap pears, a s a conclusion from  th is  point that the purpose 
of the agronom ist being to optim ize the y ie ld s , it is  d ifficu lt now, w ith 
the high y ie ld e r clones to undertake an in ten sity  tapping t r ia l without manu­
ring  consid eratio n , and to undertake a m anuring t r ia l without considerations 
of the tapping system  most su itab le fo r the c u lt iv a r .

It m ust be underlined that in  a ll the contributions of the m em bers 
In stitu tes the econom ic aspects of the methods and the m anuring p ractice  
w ere given great im portance. In a ll cases m em bers Institu tes have taken 
account of the lim ita tio n s of the methods and have suggested means of over­
coming / th is  m atter can be m.entioned ; the physica l p ro p erties of the so ils  , 
the d ifferent fa cto rs  which m odifies the m inera l content of the le a f other 
that the uptake of nutrients it s e lf , and the investigations into other sub­
stances w hich could ind icate the best physio log ical status of the tre e s  
accord ing to the best nutrition  conditions. / these lim ita tio n s

F in a lly , it has been strong ly em phasized at the end of the general 
d iscu ssio n  that the method of m anuring guidance which is  used , being 
ra th e r sop h isticated , the im plem entation of th is  nrtethod fo r the benefit of 
the sm allh o ld ers ra ise  im portant prob lem s. Each  of the m em bers In stitu tes 
m ain ly concerned by th is  socio-econom ic problem  gave th e ir v iew  on th e ir 
approach in  th is  m atter and as a conclusion it  has been suggested that th is





im portant aspect could b© one of the m ain item s at the next sym posium  on 
hevea nutrition  so as to look fo r the best w ays of popularizing the im p le­
m entation o f the krxDwn methods to allow  the sm allh o ld ers to ot>tain the 
m axim um  b enefits.
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