
THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.

The Im perial In stitu te  was founded as the  N ational M emorial of 
th e  Jubilee o f Queen Victoria, by whom i t  was opened in  May, 
1893. The principal object of the In s titu te  is to promote the u tili­
sation of the  commercial and industrial resources of the Em pire by 
arran g in g  comprehensive exhibitions of na tu ra l products, especially 
o f In d ia  and the Colonies, and providing for the  collection and 
dissem ination of scientific, technical and commercial inform ation 
re la tin g  to  them . U n til th e  end o f 1902, the Im perial In s titu te  
was managfed by a Governing Body, of which the Prince of W ales 
was president, and an Executive Council, including representatives 
o f th e  In d ian  Em pire and of all the  B ritish  Colonies and D epen­
dencies. In  1900, th e  bu ild ing  became th e  property o f H.M . 
Governm ent, by whom the w estern portion and galleries were 
leased to  the Governing Body o f th e  Im perial In stitu te , th e  
eastern and  central portions being  assigned to th e  use of- the 
U niversity  of London. In  Ju ly , 1902, an A ct of P arliam ent was 
passed transferring  th e  m anagem ent of th e  Im perial In s titu te  to 
th e  Board of Trade, assisted by an  Advisory Committee including 
representatives of Ind ia  and the Colonies, as well as of th e  Ind ia  
and  Colonial Offices, th e  Board of A griculture, and  the Board of 
Trade, This A ct took efifect on Jan u ary  1st, 1903.

‘ I n  accordance w ith th e  above Act, the Im perial In stitu te  is now 
m anaged by tlie Board of Trade in  consultation w ith the Advisory 
Committee, th rough  their Commercial, Labour, and S tatistical 
D epartm ent, of which S ir A lfred Batem an, K.C.M.G., is Comptroller- 
General.

The Board of . Trade have appointed Professor W yndham  
D unstan, F.R.S., h itherto  D irector of th e  Scientific and  Technical 
D epartm ent, to  be D irector of th e  Im perial In s titu te  a t  South 
K ensington, w ith charge of th e  various branches of work there 
carried on.

The work hitherto  carried on by the Im perial In s titu te  a t South 
K ensington and in  th e  C ity for the supply of general, commercial, 
statistical and tariff intelligence is now conducted by the Commercial 
In te lligence Branch of the Board of Trade, which, subject to  the 
Comptroller-General, is under th e  direction of Mr, Thomas 
W orth ington . (See statem ent as to  th e  work of the Commercial 
In telligence Branch published in  th e  “ Board of Trade Jo u rn a l.”)

The principal entrance of th e  Im perial In s titu te  is a t th e  west 
(Queen’s Gate) end o f Im perial In s titu te  Eoad. This gives 
access to  th e  principal floor, contain ing the general enquiry otfice, 
library, reading rooms, colonial conference rooms, and th e  lib rary  
and  reading room of the  N orthbrook Society.



The first floor contains th e  D irector's office, the offices o f the The 
B ritish  W omen's E m igration Association, th e  Colonial N ursing  Im perial 
Association, and the general enquiry  office in  connection w ith  the ingtitnte. 
Ind ian  and Colonial collections of commercial products.

. . .J T
The second floor i s ,entirely  devoted to  the laboratories of* th e  

Scientific and Technical Depj^ranent.

The public entrances to  t^e  In d ian  and  Colonial collections jw e 
a t th e  E ast (Prince’s Gate) lend and  the W est (Queen’s. Gate) en,d 
of the  Im perial In s titu te  Road. ^

The Im perial In s titu te  works in  co-operation with th e  ..Com­
mercial Intelligence B ranch\of th e  B oard of Trade a t  W hitehall, 
w ith  an enquiry office in  th e  C ity (49, Eastcheap, ,E.C.) under 
th e  m anagem ent of th is branch, and  w ith  the E m igrants Inform a­
tion  Office in  W estm inster.

Indian Mid Colonial Economic CoUec:^ons.—The collections*'of 
economic products illustrative of the commercial res'ources o f Tnli^^ 
and  th e  Colonies a re ,a rran g e d .o n  a geographical’system  m .th e  
galleries of th e  Im perial In stitu te . M r. W . G. Freeman, A .R O .S ., 
B.Sc. (bond.), F .L .S ., lately  of the  Im peria l D epartm ent of A gri­
culture for the W est Indies, has been appointed Superin tendent of 
these Collections. ‘ V

Special Curators are appointed by th e  Governments of Ind ia , 
Ceylon, Canada, and th e  C ap e ; whilst the operations of, th e  
Ind ian . Section are supervised by a committee appointed b y .th e  
In d ia  Office. *, n

The collections are open free, to  th e  public daily, except on 
Sundays, from 11 a.m. till  dusk.

I t  is  intended, in  consultation w ith  th e  Governments, , concerned, 
:to  re-arrange and make extensive additions to m any of the^e 
collections, and th is work has been  already commenced. . /

The following B ritish  Colonies and Dependencies are represented 
by  collections of th e ir p ro d u c ts :—  . . :

B ritish  A frica .
Cape Colony. '
N atal.  ̂ .
Rhodesia. . . r
B ritish  Central Africa. . ^
E ast and  W est A frican Settle-, 

m ents.
M auritius. -  ̂ .
Seychelles.

B ritish  A ustralasia. 
New South W ales. " 
V ictoria. . . ..
South A ustralia. v

■ W estern  Australia^ 
Queensland.
Tasmania. .......
NewJZealand. /
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BRITI6H In d ia  and t h e  E a s t ,  
In d ia .
Ceylon.
S tra its  Settlem ents and 

Federated M ala j States. 
H ong  Kong.
B ritish N orth Borneo.

Oth er  B ritish  P ossessions. 
M alta.
Falk land  Islands.

B r it is h  A m e r ic a .
Dominion of Canada.
N ew foundland .
Bermuda.
B aham as.
Jam aica.
Barbados.
T he Leeward Islands.
The W indw ard Islands.
Trinidad and  Tobago.

’  B ritish  Guiana.
B ritish  Honduras.

Inform ation concerning In d ia  and  the Colonies, their commercial
■ products, industries, trade, prospects for em igration, &c., may be 
obtained on application to  th e 'C u ra to rs  for Ind ia  and Ceylon, 
Canada and Cape Colony, a t  th e ir  oflSces in  the  Sections, a t the 
C entral S tand in  the  Galleries, a t the General K nquiry OflSce, 
or enquiries may be addressed in  w riting  to  the D irector of the 
Im perial In stitu te , South K ensington, S.W ,

The Scientific and Technical D epartm ent—The laboratories of th is  . 
D epartm ent, which occupy the second floor of th e  Im perial In s titu te , 
were established chiefly w ith th e  aid of g ran ts from the Royal 
Commission of th e  1851 Exhibition, in  order to  provide for the 
investigation of new o r little-know n products o f India and the 
Colonies and of known products from new sources, w ith a.view to  
th e ir u tilisation in  commerce, and  also to  provide trustw orthy 
scientific and technical advice on m atters connected w ith the trade  
and  industries of Ind ia  and the Colonies.

The work of the Depiartinent is chiefly in itia ted  by D epartm ents 
o f th e  Governm ents of Ind ia  and  th e  Colonies. A rrangem ents 
have been also made by th e  Foreign Office, whereby British 
Consuls may transm it to  the D epartm ent for investigation, such 
natural pi'oducts of th e  countries in  which they  are appointed to  
reside as are likely to  be o f use to  B ritish  m anufacturers and 
m erchants.

M aterials are first chemically investigated in  the laboratories 
of th e  D epartm ent, which includes a staff of skilled assistants, 
and  are afterwards subm itted to  technical trials by experts 
attached to  the  D epartm ent and  finally are commercially valued.

E x c-p t under special circum stances th e  D epartm ent does ilot 
undertake investigations for private individuals.

A  few illustrations of the work of th e  D epartm ent m ay be 
given here.

(a) The exam ination, in  th e  D epartm ent, of Ind ian  plants likely 
to  be suitable as vegetable tan n in g  agents now la rg e ly in  dem and, 
pointed to  the conclusion th a t several would probably be useful to
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European tanners. One of tliese {Co^Balpinid digyna) was subm itted 
to  complete chemical investigation w ith  very prom ising results. 
Tanning tria ls were nex t m ade on the large scale by one o f the 
tan n in g  experts attached to th is  D epartm ent, whose results con­
firmed the conclusion th a t a valuable tann ing  agen t had been 
found. On the publication o f 'th e  report on the subject, which 
was widely noticed in  technical journals, a demand alm ost a t  once 
arose for the m aterial in  fE ngland , on th e  Continent, and  in  
America, and th e  authorities in  In d ia  are now arrang ing 'fo r the  
commercial supply. ;  ̂ X': -

Q>) A  p lan t abundan t in  Ind ia  {Podojphylhm Emodi) was found 
on chemical investigation in  ^he D epartm ent to  furnish th e  same ' 
constituents as the well-known d ru g  of American origin, ‘ Podo^ ' 
phyUum peltatum. The co-operation of physicians a t S t. Thomas’s 
.H ospita l was secured, and preparations of the  p lan t were 'ex­
tensively tried  as a  drug  and found to  be as valuable as those 

m a d e  from th e  A m erican p lan t. A  considerable dem and -now 
exists for th e  p lant, which has been officially recognised b y -th e*  
In d ian  Medical D epartm ent, and  arrangem ents are being m s^e in  
In d ia  fo r a regular commercial supply.

(c) The same practical resu lt has followed from  th e  chem icil
investigation of a p lan t abundant in  th e  E gyptian  D esert {Hyoscy- 
amu8 muticus) for which a commercial dem and aa a d ru g  has also 
arisen, ^

(d) The quality  of the entire series of In d ian  coals .has b ^ n
experim entally ascertained. These represented the principal coal- 
seams of Ind ia , and the report has been in  large request bo th  in  
th is country and in  India. I t  has now been issued as an  offici^ ; 
paper by  the Ind ia  Office. . : :

(e The cause of the poisonous effects produced, a t certain  stdges 
o f the ir grow th, on horses and cattle by certain  food g ra in s 'an d  
fodder plants of In d ia  and the Colonies has been investigated, and  '

* th e  nature  of the  poison and the conditions of i t s . occurrence 
determ ined. .

( / )  The chemical composition of india-rubber o f various kinds 
derived from the Colonies which do not a t present share in  this 
trade, has been determ ined experim entally, and on the basis of 
these results commercial valuations have been obtained, and  in  
some instances sales of consignm ents of the m aterial have , been 
effected. '

(g) Collections of minerals from B ritish  Central Africa, from 
Somaliland, and  from N orthern  and Southern N igeria have been * . 
chemically examined. . In  certain  cases where i t  seemed desirable, 
m inerals have been subjected to  technical tr ia l on th e  large scal6 
by m anufacturers, and commercial quotations for th e  products
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i The obtained. A rrangem ents have also been made, through this
Im perial -D epartm ent, for the w orking of m ineral deposits in  ,the Colonies 
Iiuftitute. by E ng lish  firms.

(K) The quality  of leather tanned in  several of the  Colonies has 
been experim entally  investigated, and w ith  th e  aid of experts its 
su itab ility  for the English m arket has been ascertained and 
suggestions made for its  improvement. . -

(«) .The chemical composition of certain  i^oil-yielding nu ts sent 
by B ritish  Consuls in  Brazil and P ortuguese South Africa, and 
from  B ritish  H onduras, has been investigated and  the ir properties 

, . b rough t under the notice of B ritish , m anufacturers and  brokers. 
In  peveral cases arrangem ents are being .jnade for consigm nents of 
th e  products to  be sent to  th is country. .

{j) Scientific and  technical inform ation has been supplied as to 
th e  cu rin g  o f tobacco (Bermuda), the  w orking of m ica deposits 
(Som aliland and  S ou thern 'N igeria), th e  suitab ility  of iron o^es

•  for sm elting  (India), the production of wood-pulp (Natal), the 
cultivation  o f In d ian  hemp, and m any sim ilar subjects. I t  will be 
seen th a t th e  results of the work of th e  D epartm ent are often of as 
m uch im portance to  B ritish  m anufacturers as to  the trade  of the 
Colonies concerned.

The principal Technical R eports and Scientific Papers which have 
em anated from this D epartm ent since i t  was fully established in  
1896 are abou t to  be published.

L ibrary and Reading Rooms.— The lib rary  and  read ing  rooms of 
th e  Im perial In s titu te  contain a large collection o f Ind ian  and 
Colonial works of reference;’ and are reg u W ly  supplied w ith a 

v num ber of th e  principal official pub lica tions ''b f Ind ia  and the
Colonies, an d  - w ith ^many o f -the principal newspapers  ̂and 
periodicals of th e  U nited  K ingdom , Ind ia , and the Colonies. 
The lib rary  also includes a num ber of In d ian  and  Colonial maps, 
and  charts.

The lib rary  and reading rooms are on th e  principal floor Of the 
m ain  build ing, and are entered th rough  th e  m ain entrance a t the 
w est (Q ueen’s Gate) end of the build ing. These room sjcan  a t  
p resen t be  used only by  Life Fellows of th e  Im perial Institu te , 
and  by  persons introduced by them.

Colonial Conference Rooms.—Three large rooms, specially decorated 
and  furnished, are reserved on the principal floor fo ru se tb y  the 
representatives of th e  Colonies for m eetings and receptions/

\  / 'T h e  Cowasjee Jehanghler Hall.—^The rooms in' connection with 
\  th is  H all are  in  the occupation of th e  In d ian  Committee o f the
V  Im perial In stitu te , whilst the Im perial In s titu te , th e  Ind ia  OflSce

\
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and  the London U niveraity  have the r ig h t of nsm g the H all.fo r,T h e  
lectures, m eetings, &c. . . .v . . . „ , :  v i /.i * Imperial

TTuofficial Societies occupying rooms in 'th ^ Im p e ria l In s titu te :—
(a) The Northbrook Society.— This Society (which was founded 

by tiie E arl o f N orthbrook)^aa  a L ibrary and R eading  Room -in 
th e -Im p eria l In s titu te  which is available for the use o f its ’ 
m em bers, who have alsci th e  privilege o f  using  the^-adjoining.
L ib rary  and R eading  Rooms of th e  Im perial Institut^^Hf^^e^ 
m embership of th is  Sofciety is open to  natives of Ind ia  and^ to ' 
persons officially connected w ith,' or in terested  in , ' th e  in'diaai^
Em pire. Com m unications should be addressed to  th e  Secrefciyp: 
N orthbrook Society, Im perial In stitu te ; B ,W . . ; ■ . .
' {h) British Womeh’s Emigration Association.— The B ritish W onien’fl'̂  

E m igration Association has been assigned an office on th e  firet ' 
floor, which is open daily from 1 0  a.m . to  4  p.m ., and  advice ‘a’iid 
infonnation  respecting  ‘em igration and  the prospects for wbmerf*^ 
in  the Colonies m ay be o b ta ined ‘ there free of charge. •;This* 
Association works in  co-operation w ith the-E m igran ts In tbrm ation 
Office in  W estm inster. -

(c) Colonial N ursing Association.-—This Association has been 
assigned an office on th e  first floor o f th e  Im perial In s titu te  
(Room 4 ) .:  I ts  principal object is th e  selection of tra ined  hospital ) 
and  private nurses fo r th e  Crown Colonies and  o ther B ritish  
Dependencies.
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