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'I’rivial names f(»r riM'inical romp«imnls 
arc fiTijuoijtiy usc*ful, but u ffunponml is 
occasionally chrislonod with one that is 
indeed unfortunate. 'I'liis is tlie case witli 
the proposed •‘vanilniun<lolic acitl (VMA)” 
for i^-nu*tl»oxy-4-hydroxynmndelic arid. It 
is jnislcmiinti lierauno it HtM'ms to 1m* a niin- 
sp<'llinK of the vnnillyl radical, and this has 
le<l other writers 1o <li*rive similar tern\s, 
amonj? which ait* “vanyl-mandelic acid,” 
“vanillyl-mandelie acid,” and “ vanillin 
nmndclic acid.”

“ Vanihnandelic acid” nnist lie i-ef;arded 
au \uiacceptable l)ccause:

(a) Ij d<K‘s not conform to the rules for 
I’e^ilatiiiK nonienclat\ir<';'’

• (h) I t  is uot listed in Ittfic.r Meilicm  I'al-
tliough it m ay he found there under “Man- 
delic Acid- Related comiK>unds” );

(c) Chcniirnl Ahalnuin in IU(H used the 
term as a  subjcct headiuK, but in HM)2 used 
it  only as a “see” reference to “ Maud(*lic 
acid, 4-li>'dn>xy-'J-methoxy;”

(d) U is lx)th misleading and Confusinp;;
(e) I t  is unnecessary, inasmuch as ab - 

bifviatijjus <»f the proper name (f.jf., 
MO.MA* * or MHMA* "i may lie Uf«*d.

Derivatives of “ vanilmandelic acid” an* 
Ofpially eri'oncous and unsuitable.

In a survey of lutlex Mvilirus (January 
lf)(K) to March •'»- i-eferriujj to
;<-methoxy-4-hydi<»xymandelic acid were 
found. f)f these, usetl tlie propc’r chemical 
name alone, 12 used the proper name to- 
fjether with a parenthetical ref(‘renct* tn the 
'trivial name, aud only 10 used ‘'vauiiiniiu' 
delic acid” (o ra  derivative) witlumt further 
elal)oration. 'I’he teruj was oriRinally 
pivposed l>eca»ise of the ‘'cumbersome nature 
of the proper name.” ' We submit th a t it is 
still more cund'oi-some lo state the coriTct 
chemical name only to follow it with a 
misnomer.

The tr iv ia l n am e ivpi-esentinK a iio th er  
d egrad ation  prm iuct o f  epinephriH e m eta b o ­
lism , n a m ely , h o m o v a u illic  a c id , is rational 
b ecau se  th e  com p ou n d  is a  homoloK o f

vanillic acid. It should^ i>e noted th a t 3- 
niethoxy-4-hydrT)xymandelic acid is merely 
alpha-hydrnxy-ln»niovanillic acid. To call it  
this, lnm rver, wnul«i i.e a further compound­
ing of drivel aful a lack of foit*sight, iuaa- 
much as the coinajft' of such terms could 
contin»ie ml injiniltnii as <ither metftbolio 
intermediates are i<ientifi('d in the future.

'i'he tremendous proliferation of scientific 
liteiatui’e since the end of World W’ar II, 
jMirticnlarly in periodicals, has made it 
virttially impossible for any specialist to 
read everything published iu his field. Con- 
secjuently, we must depend upon abstracts 
and indexes. The sheer hulk of the scientific 
literature, however, has posed problems for 
tlie pijblishers of these bibliographic tools, 
and so they are iuci'casinply turning to 
comp\itei-s as aids in producti<m. No com­
puter, however, is any le t te r  than its pro- ^
Ki-nm, and ideally the I>e8t program is the i
simplest coriTct one. If constant coinage of 
new names is to Ik* permitted, the computer 
will of necessity always be a t  least one step 
lH*hind the latest terminologic innovations 
and thus some, periiaps im portant, refer­
ences will l>e omitted from these publications.

Trivial terms have thoir value, bu t they 
have a b\iilt-in liability which can not be 
ignorwl. We know th a t we must depend 
upon adeiiuate indexing of literature in
order to keep abreast of current develop­
ments. W'c know tiia t such indexing de- 
{K*nds, at least in part, upon the term s used 
by the authoi-b'of journal articles. I t  follows, 
then, that we can l>est serve our own inter- 
«*st« by studiously avoiding' unnecessary, 
incori*ect, or non-identifying names.

U)Hi(Y A. B i..\nk«m a, P h.D., 
and
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Trivial names for clicmical ronipotnids 
ai’e fi‘C(juetitly useful, but a roinpound is 
occasionally cliristcncd witli one that is 
iijdof'd u))fortnnatp. 'Khi.s in tiic raso wilh 
tlic prop<)»o(l “ vaiiilinumlolic arid (VMA)” 
for H-m<*tlioxy-4-hydroxyinandclic acid. It 
ii* niisloadinK Ix'causc it Kocms to Ix* a huk- 
t^pollinK of the vnnillyl radical, aii(i this has 
led other writers tf» derive sniinilar termn, 
amouK wluch are •'vauyl-mandelic acid,” 
“ vanillyl-niandejic acid,” and ‘'vanilMn 
maiidolic a r id .”

‘*Vanilmandelic acid” niUKt l>e I'e^ai'tlcd 
as unacceptable bccau.se:

(a) I j  does not conform to the rules for 
i-egulatinjj; jiomej.iclatnr-e;-’

(b) I t  is not listed in Imiv.r M alirus (al­
though it may be found tiu*re \uider “ Man- 
delic Acid Related com{>ounds” };

(c) Chennral Ahxfrarfx in ItKil u.sed the 
term  a» a 8u))ject heading, but in I0(»2 used 
it only as a “see” refeit*nce to “ Mandelie 
acid, 4*ljydroxy*3-metlioxy;”

(d) U is botli misloadinK aud oonfusinK;
((») I t  is unnecessary, inasmuch as ab­

breviations of the proper name (e.g., 
>IOMA*- * or M H M A ’ *) may l>e us('d.

Deiivatives of “vanihuantlelic acid” a ir  
ecjually erroneous and \nisuitab)e.

In a survey of /tidcx Meiiinis (.lanuary 
19(i0 to March lt)(>‘l), .V2 titles rcferriiiK to 
J<-met)ioxy-4-hydroxymandelic acid were 
found. Of these, W used the proper cliemical 
name alone, 12 used the prf>per name to- 
#»ether with a parenthetical reference* to the 
trivial name, and only 10 us<*d “ vanihnan- 
delic acid” (or a derivative) witI>ont further 
elal)oration. 'I'he term wiis originally 
pi'opf)sed l)ccause of the ‘‘cumbei-some nature 
of. the proper name.”* We submit th a t it is 
still more cumbei-some 1f> state the con-ect 
c}iemical name only to follow it with a 
m}.s7joinor.

'J'he tr iv ia l name repi'esenting another 
degradation pifKluct of epinephriiic metabo­
lism, namely, homovanillic acid, is rational 
because the compound is a  homolog of

vanillic acid. It should lie noted th a t 3* 
mcihoxy-i-hydroxymandelie acid is merely 
alpha-hydroxy-homovanillic acid. To call it  
this, however, \vf)tild Ik* a further compound­
ing of dri\e l and a lack of foresight, iiias- 
niuch as the coinage of such terms could 
continue utl itijinilinn as other metabolic 
intermediates ait* identified in the future.

The tremendous proliferation of scientific 
literatui'e since the end of World W ar II , 
imrticularly in periodicals, has made i t  
virtually impossible for any specialist to 
i-ead everything published in his field. Con- 
s(‘f|uently. we must deperid upon abstracts 
and  indexes. The sheer bvilk of the scientific 
literatui'e. however, has poswi problems for 
the publishers of tliese bibliographic tools, 
and so they are inci-easingly tuniing to 
computers as aids in production. Xo com­
puter, hfiwover, is any Ijcttrr than its pro­
gram, and ideally the l>est program is the 
simple.'^t con-ect one. If constant coinage of 
new names is to 1k* permitted, the computer 
will of necessity always be a t  least one step 
iK'hind the latest terminologic innovationt 
and thus some, perhaps im portant, refer­
ences will Ik* om itted from these publications.

Trivial terms have their value, but they 
have a built-in liability which can not be 
ignored. We know th a t we m ust depend 
upon adeciuate indexing of literature in 
order to keep abrea,sl of current develop­

m en ts. Wc know tiia t such indexing de- 
ix*nds, at least in part, upon the term s used 
by the authoi'sT of journal articles. I t  follows, 
then, th a t we can l)est serve our own inter­
ests by studiously avoiding' tmnecessary, 
incorrect, or non-identifying names.
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