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A comparison of two tapping practices (continuous tapping throughout the year and with annual tapping
rest during February to April) with respect to 18 Hevea clones (viz. RRII 105, RRII118, RRII 203, RRIM 600,
RRIM 605, PB 86, PB 235, PB 5/51, GT 1, Gl 1, RRIC 102, RRIC 105, RRII 208, RRII 5, PB 260, PB 310, PB 311
and PR 255) of varying yield potential was evaluated in Assam. The performance of these clones with
respect to rubber yield, girth, dry rubber content (DRC) and tapping panel dryness (TPD) under two
tapping practices during Regime I (non-cold season) and Regime II (cold season) were evaluated. Trend in
yield was always higher in annual tapping rest (ATR) than in continuous tapping (CT) except in 3 clones
(PB 260, PB 5/51 and PB 311). Among the clones evaluated, RRIM 600, RRII 203, RRII 208, PB 235, PB 310,
RRII 118 and GT 1 yielded above average under both tapping practices indicating these clones were more
efficient in yield potential under sub-tropical humid conditions of Assam.
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INTRODUCTION

North East India, especially Assam, has
been identified as one of the most potential
non-traditional tract for Hevea rubber
plantation (Mondal et al., 1999; 2007a).
Assam has a sub-tropical humid climate
experiencing a low temperature spell
beginning with a cool period (October-
November), which stimulates the production
of dry rubber yield and total volume of latex

yielding regime due to changes in the
attributes of macroenvironment. In north
east region, H. brasiliensis presents two
distinct yielding regimes (Priyadarshan et
al., 1998; Mondal et al., 1999) consisting of
non-cold season (April to September -
Regime I) and cold season (October to March
- Regime II). Information on the relative
performance of Hevea clones with regard to
yielding trends in different months under

(Priyadarshan et al., 1998). Thereafter, a
recession in yield follows consequent to
further decline in temperature towards the
end of December to January. The preceding
months (February to July) form a low

continuous tapping (CT) and annual tapping
rest (ATR) in Assam is very meagre.
Moreover, the information on the impact of
CT on the growth of rubber plants and TPD
as compared to ATR is also very little. This
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paper reports the relative performance of 18
H. brasiliensis clones under CT and ATR
practices in Assam.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Eighteen H. brasiliensis clones (viz. RRII
105, RRII 118, RRII 203, RRIM 600, RRIM
605, PB 86, PB 235, PB5/51, GT 1, Gl 1, RRIC
102, RRIC 105, RRII 208, RRII 5, PB 260, PB
310, PB 311 and PR 255) were established in
two clone evaluation trials during 1985 and
1986. An experiment was laid out in
completely randomized design with 40 trees
per clone at the Regional Research Station
of the Rubber Research Institute of India,
Sarutari Farm, Guwahati in Kamrup District
of Assam (26° 35' N; 90° 52'E) at an elevation
of 50 to 105 m above MSL for the study. Eight
years after planting, trees were opened for
tapping at a height of 125 cm from the bud
union. Girth of the plants in 10 replications
of each clone was used to calculate the mean
girth increment in mature phases of growth
over years. Based on uniform girth, ten trees
of each clone were selected at random for
yield assessment in terms of dry rubber
(g/t/t), volume of latex (mL/t/t) and dry
rubber content (%) at monthly intervals
under S/2 d2 6d/7 of the tapping practices.
The trees were not rainguarded and tapped
throughout the year (CT) and with ATR.
Yield in terms of dry rubber (g/t/t) was
collected from 1996 (3™ year of tapping) to
2008 and from 2000 (6 year of tapping) to
2008 in trial I and trial II, respectively under
both ATR (May to January) and CT (April
to March). Yield in terms of latex volume
(mL/t/t) was also measured from 2001 to
2007 in both the trials. The yield data
collected was used to find out the impact of
CT over ATR of 3 months (February to
April). Per cent yield decrease or increase

under CT over ATR during Regime I (non-
cold season - April to September) and
Regime II (cold season - October to March)
was also calculated in different clones using
the following formula:

Difference in yield between two

tapping practices of each regime | 10

Mean yield of the regime period
under annual tapping rest

Dry rubber content (DRC) of different
clones was measured from 2000 to 2008
under both tapping practices. Incidence of
tapping panel dryness (TPD) syndrome
(75% and above) was also recorded
periodically. The data were statistically
analysed and means are presented with least
significant difference (LSD).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The data on mean girth, girth
increment, yield (mL/t/t), DRC (%) and TPD
(%) of 18 H. brasiliensis clones are given in
Table 1. Growth as expressed by values of
absolute girth at opening (8 years after
planting) showed that except three clones
viz. RRII 105, PB 5/51 and Gl 1, all the other
15 clones were above the average. At the age
of 23 years after planting, ranking of clones
based on absolute girth showed RRIC
102, RRII 118, RRII 203, PB 86, PB 235, GT
1, RRIM 600, RRIC 105 in the order of
hierarchy during ATR and RRII 118,
RRIC 102, PB 310, GT 1, RRII 203, PB 86,
RRIM 600, PB 311 and PB 235 during CT.
Under ATR the highest annual average girth
increment was noticed in RRIC 102 followed
by RRII 118, RRII 203, GT 1,PB 86, PB 310,
RRIM 600, PR 255 and PB 235 and were also
above the average under ATR. Clone RRII 118
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Table 1. Girth and DRC of H. brasiliensis clones under two tapping practices

Clone Girth (cm) Mean girth increment  Mean DRC

Immature Mature over 15 years in (%) TPD

(8 YAP) (23 YAP) mature phase (cm)  over 9 years (%)

ATR CT ATR CT ATR CT ATR CT ATR CT
RRII 105 48.2 52.6 65.4 70.1 1.14 1.16 34.6 325 6.7 10.0
RRII 118 55.2 53.6 89.0 89.4 2.25 2.38 34.8 34.3 5.9 12.9
RRII 203 54.4 52.5 87.5 83.1 2.20 2.03 344 32.9 3.7 2.2
RRIM 600  51.7 56.1 77.7 80.0 1.72 1.59 33.7 32.1 6.5 10.0
RRIM 605 529 52.2 73.2 73.9 1.35 1.44 34.2 33.1 7.9 15.3
PB 86 56.4 54.6 84.2 82.9 1.84 1.88 33.4 325 8.7 11.7
PB 235 55.4 53.4 80.0 78.6 1.64 1.67 34.8 33.1 4.7 2.7
PB 5/51 44.0 52.2 58.6 75.0 0.97 1.52 34.4 33.2 6.0 8.5
GT1 52.6 53.1 79.2 84.4 1.77 2.09 34.8 33.3 5.3 0.0
Gl1 43.1 49.7 61.3 69.0 1.21 1.28 33.7 325 6.5 16.2
RRIC 102 58.1 58.0 98.1 87.0 2.85 2.07 334 32.1 12.0 15.7
RRIC 105 58.4 57.0 77.0 76.4 1.32 1.38 32.3 31.3 8.0 9.5
RRII 208 54.6 53.0 73.7 75.9 1.36 1.63 34.5 32.9 0.0 4.5
RRII 5 54.0 55.8 74.3 76.6 1.45 1.48 31.8 31.5 4.0 0.0
PB 260 54.8 53.1 65.6 68.6 0.72 1.10 31.9 314 4.0 7.6
PB 310 48.2 54.9 73.8 84.6 1.82 2.12 32.9 324 4.0 4.3
PB 311 53.1 55.6 68.0 79.0 1.06 1.67 30.3 31.3 4.0 7.1
PR 255 43.8 57.2 67.0 77.6 1.65 1.45 33.7 31.7 13.3 13.3
Mean 52.2 54.2 75.2 78.5 1.57 1.66 33.6 32.5 6.2 8.5
LSD (P<0.05) 3.83 3.15 1.82 1.25 NS NS NS NS - -

showed the highest annual girth increment
followed by PB 310, GT 1, RRIC 102, RRII 203,
PB 86, PB 235 and PB 311 and were also
above the mean in CT. Out of 18 H.
brasiliensis clones, a remarkable girth
increment was noticed only in 3 clones
tapped under CT with maximum in PB 311
followed by PB 5/51 and PB 260 as compared
to ATR.

The mean latex yield (mL/t/t) over 7
years under ATR was maximum in RRIM 600
followed by RRII 118, GT 1, RRII 203, PB 235,

RRII 105, PB 310, PR 255 and PB 86. In case
of CT, RRIM 600 ranked first over 7 years
followed by PB 86, GT 1, PB 310, RRII 118,
PB 311, RRII 105 and RRII 208 (Table 1). Out
of 18 H. brasiliensis clones, only three clones
PB 311, PB 5/51 and PB 260 yielded
maximum in CT than ATR.

Mean DRC (%) over 9 years under ATR
was found high (34.8%) in three clones viz.
PB 235, RRII 118 and GT 1 followed by RRII
105, RRII 208, RRII 203, PB 5/51, RRIM 605
and RRIM 600. Dry rubber content under CT
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system was found comparatively lower in
all the 18 clones compared to ATR (Table 1).

The mean yield (g/t/t) recorded in
different months under two tapping
practices are presented in Tables 2 and 3. The
yielding pattern of all the clones over
months in Assam showed a uniform trend
of low and high yielding periods. The low
yielding phase starts from February to July
with a peak in May and high yielding phase
starts from August to January with the peak
yielding periods during October and

November. The low yield during February
and March for all the clones can be attributed
to low winter temperature which leads to
defoliation in January. Factors like
utilization of reserve foods for refoliation
and flowering along with moisture stress
may result in the low yield during February
and March. With the rise in temperature
from March onwards, a substantial increase
in yield was noticed in May in all the clones
tapped under both tapping practices. This
may probably due to refoliation (Chua, 1970;

Table 2. Mean rubber yield under two tapping practices in different months over 13 years

Clone Tapping Mean yield (g/t/t)

practices A M ] ] A S O N D J F M
RRII 105 ATR 325 266 209 305 363 51.0 59.0 533 384

CT 226 253 220 187 235 312 441 552 478 279 195 177
RRIT 118 ATR 36.8 30.0 26.0 33.0 388 509 546 492 443

CT 244 307 262 250 273 373 435 562 472 348 247 26.6
RRII 203 ATR 36.8 353 254 345 406 528 520 479 471

CT 212 257 246 205 278 30.7 409 465 379 278 20.0 202
RRIM 600  ATR 39.6 36.0 252 355 412 546 658 56.8 46.0

CT 283 297 272 229 279 355 459 558 556 372 30.0 251
RRIM 605  ATR 285 235 17.0 257 30.1 456 515 498 407

CT 192 246 210 162 216 255 379 49.6 491 322 203 157
PB 86 ATR 306 252 21.1 304 313 434 494 428 309

CT 226 275 243 210 280 303 402 46.8 452 334 223 189
PB 235 ATR 317 271 241 332 452 547 623 474 448

CT 240 265 232 189 21.6 33.8 440 528 433 285 207 210
PB 5/51 ATR 212 175 121 189 223 321 376 31.8 159

CT 205 206 204 172 21.7 251 346 425 39.1 277 212 173
GT1 ATR 331 275 220 291 355 478 584 53.0 46.0

CT 23.0 31.8 259 208 252 326 422 543 503 388 26.0 205
GI1 ATR 257 178 150 208 235 31.6 395 379 26.1

CT 190 209 178 140 175 208 327 373 385 261 177 162
Mean ATR 31.7 267 209 292 345 465 531 470 381

CT 225 264 233 196 243 303 40.6 49.7 454 315 223 20.0
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Table 3. Mean rubber yield under two tapping practices in different months over 9 years

Clone Tapping Mean yield (g/t/t)
practices A M J J A S O N D J F M
RRIC 102 ATR 41.0 335 23.6 327 405 424 49.6 457 409
CT 154 191 200 179 213 262 377 371 339 285 217 159
RRIC105 ATR 245 244 202 222 243 359 423 313 304
CT 158 21.8 20.1 159 23.8 235 394 413 345 219 155 128
RRII 5 ATR 237 278 20.6 243 363 508 527 36.8 337
CT 19.0 246 253 214 275 299 386 447 364 265 198 183
RRII 208 ATR 351 316 276 304 466 574 638 41.0 39.8
CT 222 272 248 223 316 324 440 51.2 426 287 240 213
PB 260 ATR 226 213 164 178 284 33.1 31.7 225 20.0
CT 193 26.6 258 18.0 25.0 279 404 427 33.0 24.0 202 183
PB 310 ATR 346 274 25,6 409 427 583 552 375 322
CT 269 31.0 309 259 337 378 507 49.5 40.7 33.6 247 244
PB 311 ATR 30.6 26.8 21.5 29.7 324 439 463 36.5 23.0
CT 251 31.0 283 279 334 351 464 50.8 37.7 269 241 249
PR 255 ATR 379 363 29.7 359 426 60.6 52.7 49.7 402
CT 20.3 236 277 19.0 212 336 427 426 353 302 203 177
Mean ATR 313 287 232 293 36.8 478 493 377 326
CT 20.5 257 248 211 272 308 420 450 36.8 27.6 213 19.2

Yaohua and Xie, 1985) which starts by the
first or second week of February and the new
flushes become mature by March/April
(Mondal et al., 1998; 2007a). Thereafter, a
slight decrease in yield was noticed in all
the clones which remained low till July. The
marked reduction in yield during summer
months as reported here could be due to low
level of soil moisture and high vapour
pressure deficits (Sethuraj and George, 1976;
Sethurajand Raghavendra, 1984; Chandrasekhar
et al., 1990). It is well established that
temperature and availability of water are the
two major factors influencing growth and
yield of rubber plants (Rao et al., 1993). This
could also be due to low latex flow rate and
reduced duration of flow (Devakumar et al.,
1988). The fall in temperature during

October and November stimulates yield as
the atmospheric conditions are most ideal for
latex flow and production (Priyadarshan
et al., 2000). Except PB 311, PB 5/51 and
PB 260, all other clones yielded high over
months under ATR as compared to CT. The
clones RRIM 600, RRII 208, RRII 203, PB
235, RRI1118, PB 310 and GT 1 yielded above
the average over months under both tapping
practices indicating thereby that these clones
are more efficient in terms of yield potential
for future planting in north east region
except PB 235 since the promising clone PB
235is highly susceptible to powdery mildew
disease (Mondal et al., 2007b). When the
yielding trend of H. brasiliensis clones were
evaluated at Agartala in Tripura, all the
clones exhibited higher yield during
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Table 4. Yield of H. brasiliensis clones under two tapping practices during Regime I and Regime II

period

Mean yield during Mean yield during Per cent yield under

Clone CT over ATR
Yield (g/t/t) Yield(mL/t/t) Yield(g/t/t) Yield(mL/t/t) Regimel Regime II

ATR CT ATR CT Yield(g/t/t)  Yield(g/t/t)
RRII 105 294 23.9 50.5 354 -18.7 -29.0
RRII 118 33.0 28.5 49.8 38.9 -13.7 -21.9
RRII 203 34.6 25.1 50.5 32.3 -27.5 -35.4
RRIM 600 35.5 28.6 55.8 41.6 -19.5 -25.5
RRIM 605 25.0 21.4 46.9 342 -14.4 -27.1
PB 86 27.8 25.7 41.7 34.5 -7.6 -17.3
PB 235 32.3 24.7 52.3 35.1 -23.6 -32.9
PB 5/51 18.4 21.0 29.4 30.4 +14.2 +3.4
GT1 29.5 26.6 51.3 38.7 -9.9 -24.6
GI1 20.6 18.4 33.8 28.1 -10.7 -16.9
RRIC 102 34.3 20.0 447 28.5 -41.7 -36.3
RRIC 105 23.2 20.2 35.0 27.6 -13.0 -21.2
RRII 5 26.6 24.7 43.5 30.8 -7.2 -29.2
RRII 208 34.3 26.8 50.5 35.3 -21.9 -30.1
PB 260 21.3 23.8 26.9 29.8 +11.8 +10.8
PB 310 34.3 31.1 45.8 37.3 -9.4 -18.6
PB 311 28.2 30.2 37.5 35.2 +7.1 -6.2
PR 255 36.5 234 50.8 31.5 -35.9 -38.0
Mean 29.2 24.7 44.3 33.7 -15.5 -24.0

November only (Priyadarshan et al., 2000).
However, in Assam, all the clones showed
two peak yielding periods during May and
November. This might be due to difference
in macroenvironment factors present in
Assam and Tripura.

The yielding pattern of H. brasiliensis
clones in Assam generally showed two
regimes viz. low yielding period (February
to July) as Regime 1 and high yielding
period (August to January) as Regime II.
The data on mean rubber yield and latex
during Regime I and Regime II and the per
cent decrease or increase in yield under CT

over ATR during Regime I and Regime II
were presented in Table 4. Among the
clones evaluated, RRIM 600, RRII 203,
RRII 208, PB 310, RRII 118, PB 235 and GT
1 yielded above the average in both the
regimes under two tapping practices
indicating that these clones were more
efficient in yield potential under Assam
conditions as compared to other clones.

The yield superiority of a clone isjudged
by its capacity to maintain a considerable
yield levels during stress (John et al., 2004).
H. brasiliensis clones generally exhibit a
depression in yield during February to
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April, which is the period of refoliation after
wintering combining with prominent
moisture deficit and during May to July with
higher evaporation and wind speeds. The
depression in yield during this period varies
from clone to clone. Performance of clones
during the stress period revealed that clone
RRIM 600 to be the best with a mean yield
of 35.5 g and 28.6 g under ATR and CT,
respectively. Clones viz. RRII 203, RRII 208,
PB 310, RRII 118, PB 235 and GT 1 were also
superior to other clones in terms of yield
potential during non-cold season.

Except three clones viz. PB 311, PB 260
and PB 5/51 (very low yielder), all other
clones showed remarkable decrease in per

cent yield under CT over ATR during both
regimes. Among the high yielding clones,
the highest per cent decrease in yield of dry
rubber and latex volume was noticed in RRII
203 during both regimes (27.5 and 35.7% in
Regime I and 35.4 and 50.2% in Regime II).
The considerable decrease in per cent yield
under CT over ATR during both regimes
noticed in all high yielding clones suggests
the ATR from February to April is
economically viable in Assam for high
returns from the stand over months.

Mean yield of H. brasiliensis clones over
years under ATR versus CT are shown in
Table 5. Out of 10 clones, an evaluation of
yield over 13 years revealed RRIM 600 as

Table 5. Annual mean yield of H. brasiliensis clones under two tapping practices

Clone Annual mean yield Per cent change Per cent change
(g/t/t) over mean yield under CT over
ATR CT ATR CT annual mean yield

RRII 105 38.8 29.7 +8.1 +1.8 -23.5
RRII 118 40.4 33.7 +12.6 +15.5 -16.6
RRII 203 41.4 28.7 +15.4 -1.8 -30.7
RRIM 600 44.6 35.1 +24.3 +20.2 -21.3
RRIM 605 34.8 27.8 -3.1 -4.8 -20.1

PB 86 33.9 30.1 -5.6 +3.1 -11.2

PB 235 41.2 29.9 +14.8 +2.4 -27.4

PB 5/51 23.3 25.7 -35.1 -12.0 +10.3
GT1 39.2 32.7 +9.2 +12.0 -16.6

Gl1 26.5 23.3 -26.2 -20.2 -12.1
RRIC 102 38.9 24.3 +8.4 -16.8 -37.5
RRIC 105 28.4 23.9 -20.9 -18.2 -15.8
RRII5 34.1 27.7 -5.1 -5.2 -17.7
RRII 208 41.5 31.1 +15.6 +6.5 -25.1

PB 260 23.8 26.8 -33.7 -8.3 +12.6

PB 310 39.4 34.2 +9.8 +17.2 -13.2

PB 311 32.3 32.7 -10.1 -12.0 +1.2

PR 255 429 27.5 +19.5 -5.9 -35.9
Mean 35.9 29.2 - -
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the top yielder (44.6 g) in Assam followed
by, RRII 203 (41.4 g), PB 235 (41.2 g), RRII
118 (40.4 g), GT 1 (39.2 g) and RRII 105 (38.8 g)
in the order of hierarchy under ATR.
RRIM 600 as the top yielder in CT followed
by RRII 118 (33.7 g), GT 1 (32.7 g), PB 235
(29.9 g), RRII 105 (29.7 g) and RRII 203 (28.3 ).
Out of the eight clones in another set of clone
trial (Table 5), an evaluation of mean yield
over nine years revealed RRII 208 and PB
310 as high yielder in both tapping practices.
However, the trend of yield in different
clones was always higher in ATR than CT
except with three clones (PB 260, PB 5/51 and
PB 311). These clones exhibited higher yield
in CT than in ATR. Per cent increase in yield
of H. brasiliensis clones over the average yield
under ATR was maximum in RRIM 600
(above 20%) followed by RRII 208, RRII
203, PB 235, RRI1 118, PB 310, GT 1 and RRII
105 (Table 5). Under CT, the per cent increase
in yield was also maximum in RRIM 600
(above 20 %) followed by PB 310, RRII 118,
GT 1, RRII 208, PB 235 and RRII 105
indicating that these clones are having high
yield potential and are suitable for Assam.

Except in three clones (PB 260, PB 5/51 and
PB 311), a per cent decrease in yield under
CT over the average yield of ATR was

observed in all other clones thereby revealed
that ATR is better than CT.

Grouping of H. brasiliensis clones based
on yield potential was presented in Table 6.
RRIM 600 ranked first in terms of yield
potential, more than 20% yield over the
average yield under both tapping practices.
Clones viz. RRIT 118, RRII 203, PB 235, RRII
208, GT 1, RRII 105 and PB 310 recorded up
to 20% more yield than the average under
both tapping practices indicating thereby
that these clones were also high yielder in
Assam. Clones viz. RRIM 605, PB 86,
RRII 5, PB 311, PB 5/51, Gl 1, RRIC 105 and
PB 260 showed below the population average
yield under ATR, suggested that these were
low yielders.

High incidence of TPD was noticed in
most of the H. brasiliensis clones under CT
as compared to ATR (Table 1). All the high
yielders, except RRII 208 showed TPD in
the ranges from 3.7 to 6.5% under ATR while

Table 6. Grouping of H. brasiliensis clones based on per cent change over the average yield under two

tapping practices

Category ATR CT

<0-5% RRII 5, RRIM 600 RRIM 605, RRII 203

<5 -10% PB 311, PB 86 PR 255, PB 260, RRII 5
<10 - 15% Nil PB 311, PB 5/51

<15 -20% Nil RRIC 105, RRIC 102, Gl 1
<20% and above PB 260, RRIC 105, PB 5/51, Gl 1 Nil

>0 - 5% Nil PB 235, PB 86, RRII 105
>5 - 10% RRII 105, GT 1, RRIC 102, PB 310 RRII 208

>10 - 15% RRII 118, PB 235 GT1

>15 - 20% RRII 203, RRII 208, PR 255 PB 310, RRII 118

>20% and above RRIM 600 RRIM 600
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CT except GT 1 showed TPD in the ranges
from 2.2 to 12.9%. Under CT practice,
clones GT 1 and RRII 5 did not show any
symptoms of TPD over the years. Tapping
panel dryness, generally considered to be a
physiological disorder associated with
excessive exploitation (Chrestin et al., 1985),
is reported to occur in varying intensities
among clones (Mydin et al., 1999).

From the results it was evident that the
yielding pattern of H. brasiliensis clones in
Assam showed a low yielding period during
February to July while high yielding period
starts from August to January. Yielding
trends in different clones was always higher
in ATR than in CT. Clones, RRIM 600,
RRII 203, RRII 208, PB 310, RRII 118, PB 235
and GT 1 yielded above the average in both
the regimes under ATR and CT practices
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