
RESTORATION OF DIGNITY TO THE VOCATION OF 
FARMING-AN ESSENTIAL PRE-REQUISITE TO 
ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE

The late Poet laureate  o f Kerala, 
V allathol N arayana M en on  
wrote as early  as 1 9 2 6  In one 

of his renow ned p ieces en titled  
'FA R M E R S  LIFE*

PK NARAYANAN

d ifficu lt terrains, natural hazaards, 
crop enem ies and paucity  of 
resources. He used to  have  
m ore fa ilures than chances o f 

I success. Success do not excite

"Farm er, m y frien d , thou art a condem ned lot 
To m any a vein glorious stylist 
But it is ou t o f your silent to il.
All th e  reverberations o f m achines fa il"
The poet goes at length  to  
drive hom e the  message th a t 
but for th e  farm er and farm ing  
the w h o le  Universe w o u ld  
have been a m onotonous scene 
of d isfunction , inertia  and  
chaos. H e  recalls th e  references  
m ade about agrarian endeavours  
in V edas and confirm s that 
these are no t p latitud inous, but 
id entifica tion  o f farm ing as an 
unavoidable, inevitab le  econom ic  
activ ity  o f  great p ie ty  and  
sanctity  th a t sustains th e  m ateria l 
and spiritual needs o f the  
society . V a lla th o l eulogises  
th e  farm er as a brave hero, 
w h o  m ade th e  w o rld  w orth  
living through his untiring  
effo rts . He a ttribu tes  nob ility  
and greatness to  th e  jo b  of 
farm ing . H e  concludes th e  poem  
w ith  an em phatic exhortation
" I f  you w a n t prosperity, happiness  
A nd freedom  to  prevail.
Redeem  the life  o f th e  farm er 
in  tune  w ith  the changing tim es".

The Farmer
Those o f us w h o  go about 
aggressively prom oting  
agricu ltural developm ent, seems 
to  be overlooking  th e  most 
v ita l com ponent o f Agri-business- 
th e  farm er. He is the  one  
w h o  consistently  and persistently  
f ig h t against heavy odds like  
agro -c lim atic  disfavours.

him  nor failures deter. H e  
does not revolt even w h e n . 
subjected to  severe exp lo itation  
and hum ilia tion . Recognition  
is som ething w h ich  he has 
never clam oured nor aspired for. 
H e hears about n e w  m aterials  
and m ethods o f farm ing . 
Acceptance o f these innovations  

! is optional to  him^ H e  tries  
some o f them , adopts those  

: w h ich  appeal to  him . H e  has 
: on ly  lim ited  access to  new  
i technology. He dare no t seek 
' them , as he fee ls  it is all 
! inaccessible to  him..

He prays to  th e  'G oddess o f  
Farm ing' and seeks her blessings 

i fo r the w e ll being o f his 
I agricu ltural enterprise. He  

behaves like  a conten ted  m an, cut 
! a w ay  from  all sophisticated  

systems and com forts-the  social 
anim al o ften  quoted  unawares  
as th e  back bone o f the  
nation's econom y.

8 0 %  o f our population is like  
him , liv ing in fa r flung  villages  
and earning th e  live lihood  
through farm ing and a llied  
occupations. O ur econom y Is 
thus pred om inan tly  agro-based.

Drawbacks
it  has all the  b u ilt-in  draw  
backs o f an u nd er-deve loped  
econom y such as

(1 )  L o w  rate o f literacy
(2 )  Lo w  productiv ity  in 

agriculture
(3 ) L o w  per cap ita  incom e
(4 )  Adherence to  trad ition  

t>ound practices
(5 )  H igh density o f population
(6 )  Poor sanitation
(7 )  Lack o f adequate  

com m unication facilities
(8 )  Inadequacy o f food, 

clo th ing  and shelter fo r th e  
people  etc.

S ince independence there  has  
been rem arkable im provem ent in

The 'Farmer' who is the Icing 
pin around whom the whole 
gamut of prosperity and 
abundance revolve, has never 
been accorded the pride of 
place he deserves in society. 
He is being neglected by 
planners, administrators and 
decision makers. To expedite 
the process of development 
of agriculture, it is most 
essential that the dignity to 
the vocation has to be 
restored. For this the author 
suggests that the very 
agricultural system Is to 
attain the due degree of 
modernisation. Also, it should 
be able to win the acceptance 
of new entrepreneurs. 
The author is the Public 
Relations Officer of the 
Rubber Board.



these conditions, y e t much 
rem ains to  be done.
In  v ie w  o f th e  predom inance  
o f agricu lture  and relflt«»d 
occupations, m odernisation o f 
farm ing and increasing  
agricu ltural p roductiv ity  should  
have been accorded th e  top  
m ost p rio rity  in a ll our 
developm ent plans.
Results o f research have to  m ove  
faster to  th e  fie ld  and d iffusion of | 
innovation  h^s to  be accelerated . I 

It  is com m endable th a t w ith in  j 
less than four decades, o u tp u t | 
o f food  grains has touched an | 
all tim e high o f 1 5 0  m illion  i 
tonnes, registering a three i 
fo ld  increase.
Could w e  a ttrib u te  th is solely  
to  the  m odern technology?
It  is indeed a trium ph o f th e  
farm er. T he  gains could  have 
been still h igher, had w e  
m otivated  th e  farm er better. 
Farm ing largely  rem ains an 
undign ified  jo b  even n o w , fa ilin g  
to a ttra c t enferpr/sing  
entrepreneurs in our country, 
w ith  th e  sole exception of 
Punjab.

'Job'-misinterpreted
Everybody, particu larly  the  
educated and unem ployed  
m anpow er in the rural setting  
refuses to  choose farm ing as a 
rem unerative vo catio n . To  
them  vocation , jo b  or 
em ploym ent means a w h ite  
co lla r or arm  chair engagem ent.
Their d e fin ition  o f a jo b , is 
an em ploym ent in a G overnm ent 
o ffic e . Industria l establishm ent 
or Bank, w h ich  w ill fe trh  them  
a th ree  d ig it or fo u r d ig it 
salary on th e  1st o f every m onth  
a fte r an e igh t hour duty  on 
w orklr)g days. Even those w h o  
have sizable arab le  land; 
prefers to  w o rk  in an o ffice  
because o f th e  status and 
recognition th a t go w ith  such 
'jo b s ' in the society. Farm ing is 
thus le ft largely  as a 
trad itio n a l vocatran to  the  
elders a t hom e w h o  have been 
in th is  business fo r long.

History
History  reveals th a t A griculture  
in the form  o f settled  cu ltivation

w as started  in our country  
around 7 0 0 0  years ago in the  
ln do*G an getfp  plair>s. D ue to  
ag ro -c lim atic  diversities th e  
c ou n try  is end o w ed  w ith  rich  
flo ra  and fauna. This is 
precisely  th e  reason th a t India  
becam e one o f  the  early  
centres o f dom estication of 
several im portant crops  
including rice.
The ancients w ere , how ever, 
afra id  o f  th e  loss o f soil 
fe rtil ity  and th e  devastation o f  
crops by pests and diseases. 
They, in th e ir w isdom , 
restored soil fe r t il ity  through  
practices such as shifting  
cu ltiva tio n , conservation and use 
o f anim al le fuse  and w aste  
and th e  in troduction o f legum es  
in crop ro tation . They  
insulated them slves from  crop  
fa ilu res  caused due to  
vicissitudes in w eath er or 
incidence o f pests by g row ing  a 
m ixtu re  o f crop in th e  fields.
M a n y  an e ffo rt like this, w hich  
w o u ld  th ro w  ligh t on the  
orig ina lity  and ingenuity  o f the  
ancien t farm er, could  be 
traced  This farm er has undergone  
evo lu tion ary  c h a r > ^  in |
behaviour and a ttitude . But h is ' 
com m itm ent to  land and th e  i 
arable cu ltu re  stayed In ta c t. |

Treatment to the farmer j
I

Im provem ent in agricu ltural i 
pr<^uction  and productiv ity  | 
atta in ed  successively could  be i 
attribu ted  largely to  the m eticulous j 
hard w o rk  put in by the  farm er, i 
The 'farm er' w h o  is th e  king  
pin around w ho m  the w h o le  
gam u t o f prosperity  and  
abundance revolve, has never 
been accorded th e  pride of 
place he deserves in th e  society.
Planners, adm inistrators and  
decision m akers all a like  'look  
d o w n ' on h im . The treatm ent 
m eted o u t to  him  by the M ass  
M ed ia  like  newspapers arKi 
electron ic  channels also are none  
d iffe ren t. N o t even 2 %  of 
th e  space in newspepers care  
to  carry som e items on farm ing  
and related  vocations. O ut o f 
th e  1 2  hours devoted for  
broadcast over the national 
radio, not even 1 0%  o f th e  air

tim e is set cpart fo r agri-business. 
So also Door Darsan.
In  a predom inantly  sgro-based ' 
econom y like ours, should not 
th e  farm er and his craft get 
a be tter deal? The success 
story  o f an innovative farm er  
Is not considered new s w orthy. 
Phoolan Devi, th e  rK>torious 
daco it is better kn o w n  in our 
country  than  m any Krishi 
Pandits, w h o  have lite ra lly  
achieved 'vertical expansion' 
in farm  productiv ity .

Farm ing and farrrver are thus  
pushed dow n. H o w  com e such 
a vocation, though th e  most 
noble and laudable  amortg 
econom ic activ ities , be m eted  
out a s tep -m otherly  treatm ent?  
N e w  ta len ts  hesitate to  tread  
in to  th e  fie ld  o f agricu ltu re  
because o f its in ferio r status.

If  our agricu ltural system is to  
atta in  the due degree of 
m odernisation, it should be 
able to  w in  the acceptance o f 
enterprising entrepreneurs. This  
is possible, on ly  if farmir>g 
is pro jected as a decent jo b ',
Farm ing, w hich  had enjoyed  
a pride o f p lace even in vedic  
tim es, should restore  
its lost g lory . This could  be 
achieved on ly  through an 
o n -g o in g  and intensive drive  
under th e  auspices o f  
lnstitutior>s o f the  standing o f 
th e  A gricu ltu ra l University.
Though it is hard to  suggest ) 
rigid course o f action to  
achieve th e  o b jec tive , I m ay  
d w e ll on certain  long>term  
strategies th a t could  be discussed.

Begin with Students
Special lessons in th e  curricu lum  
in schools and colleges  
projecting agricu lture  as an 
econom ic ac tiv ity  o f  rich (egacy  
and trad ition  should be 
included. T he lessons chosen  
should carry  su ffic ien t persuasive  
in fluence to  accord resp ectab ility  
to  th e  farm ing com m unity.
S im ila rly , organising 'Young  
Farm ers' Forum ' in educational 
institu tions should be m ade  
com pulsory. The  m em bers o f 

such Forums should  be im parted



training to  acquire im proved ; 
techniques. Those students  
who opt enthusiastically  for 
joining such a fra te rn ity  could  
be encouraged by granting  
special credits . This w ou ld  
create a congenial c lim ate  in \ 
academic institutions to  prom ote I 
a sense o f respect fo r I
agriculture and a llied  vocations.
Exercises o f these nature are j
likely to  y ie ld  prom ising results, -
as w e  are contem plating  to  i
"catch them  y o u n g ", '

State level Farm Fair j
As o f n o w  th ere  is no system atic '
effort to  convene 'Farm  |
Fairs' a t s tate  level fo r I
providing a com m on Forum for 
farmers fro m  d iffe ren t regions 
to  in teract and share the ir :

l^xperiences. This should be I
Pdone on  a regular basis in J

d ifferent venues from  year to  '
year. Such occasions could  also 
be em ployed g a in fu lly  to  ,
project agricu lturists of 
outstanding brilliance by  
Instftuting a ttractivd  aw ards  
either in cash or kind.
Separate aw ards could  bo 
presented to  individual farm ers  

! w ith  s ignificant achievem ents In 
j the ir respective fie ld  o f 

specialisation like Rice, Coconut, 
Rubber, Tap io ca , Poultry,
D airy, Fish farm ing, Piggery,

I K itchen Garden, O rnam ental 
! gardening etc. T he  success 
I stories o f these aw ard  w inners  
' could  be projected through  
; th e  mass m edia as an effo rt 
; at m otivatin g  the laten t 

t8 o f others.
gnition  o f the perform ance  

of innovative  farm ers and the  
projection accorded to  them  i 
w ill certa in ly  bring in a lo t o f ! 
respect to  the agrarian |
com ntunlty. i

I
Cost'benefit aspects
Cost benefit aspects o f the  
vocation o f farm ing and a llied  ' 
activ ities are not th a t w e ll 
know n to  a ttract new  and young ■ 
ta len ts . Though w e  produce a ! 
lo t o f literature  on im proved | 
m ethods o f crop husbandry, * 
seldom  do th e  cost o f cu ltivation  
and per hactare net return

from  d iffe ren t crops fin d  an 
authentic  m ention in them .
A n Idea about the profit 
realisation, is perhaps, th e  largest 
single factor th a t could  
m otivate  and attract entrepreneurs. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  ready reckoners  
In th is  regard are grossly 
lacking. This is an area w hich  
should engage the im m ediate  
atten tio n  of th e  propagators of 
innovative ideas.

Incentives
Incentives o ffered  for generating  
self em ploym ent am ong educated  
and jobless rural youth have  
to  be m ade m ore a ttractive  and  
libera l, particu larly  agro-based  
vocations, so as to  attract 
new  ta len ts  to  take up 
agro -econom ic ventures. Once  
the youngsters are given to  
believe th a t farm ing and a llied  
vocations are  eq ua lly  d ign ified  
and paying, th e  rush for w h ite  
collar jobs w ou ld  certain ly  
com e dow n resulting in a 
large section prefering to  choose 
farm -based activities.

Communication support
Rural Developm ent enterprises !
including agriculture, do not i
en joy th e  com m unication I
support and m otivational |
persuasion leg itim ate ly  deserved j
by them . Mass m edia like I
newspaper. Radio and T V  do |
not accord adequate coverage for i
new s-w orthy  item s o f relevance  
to  rural developm ent. N or ’
they cater in a need i
based fashion.
P ublication o f a specialised daily  
news paper exclusively for  
Rural Developm ent and related  
aspects w o u ld  be w o rth w h ile  in 
a state like Kerala w here  the  
literacy is as high as 7 0 % .  
There is a lo t o f technology that 
is s till in the shelf, aw a itin g  
release, fo r w a n t o f appropriate  
channels and self contained  
m ctiia. The in form ation seeking 
behaviour o f the farm ing  
com m unity in th is state  is 
Immensely favourable and  
receptive to  im bibe anyth ing new . 
The farm  feature pages, carried  
w eekly  once by leading news  
papers in Kerala, bear an^ple 
testim ony to the response from

farm ers. Th is  aspect could  be 
taken  advantage of better, 
i f  a specialised new s paper is 
started fo r carrying innovative  
item s fo r -promoting agriculture  
and rural developm ent. O nly  
then can w e  pro ject th e  farm er 
and farm ing and accord a 
d ig n ified  place to  both .
Past experiences show  th a t 
continuous and ongoing  
cam paigns are e ffec tive  in 
driving home th e  intended  
message. A  shining exam ple Is 
'Fam ily  P lanning and the  
concept o f small fa m ily '. The  
educational propaganda on 
planned parenthood has helped  
in instilling suffic ient awareness  
in th e  m inds o f couples.
They  have becom e adopters of 
one m ethod or the o ther for 
arresting unw anted  pregnancy.'
The " w e  tw o -w e  have tw o "  
pattern  o f fam ily  size has com e  
to  stay, irrespective o f caste 
or creed, rich or poor, literate  
or illite ra te , em ployed or 
unem ployed.
So also, th e  lost g lory and 
d ignity  o f the vocation o f farm ing  
could  be restored i f  an 
intensive educational cam paign  
em ploying all the channels  
o f com m unication is launched on 
a continuous basis.
Besides some o f the steps 
suggested earlier, the (Jniverslty  
could  take  th is up also as a 
Public R elations exercise.
O ur la te  Prime M in ister Lai 
Bahadur Sasthri had coined the  
slogan ' ’J a i J aw an  Ja i K isan". 
Jaw an s  are held in high 
esteem throughout th e  country, 
but Kisans are not. D ig n ity  j 
of Kisans has eroded over I 
th e  years, i t  needs im m ediate ' 
restoration, if farm ing and alHed 
activ ities  are to  flourish j 
and prosper,
I w ish the  Kerala A gricultura l 
U n iversity  in itia te  th e  process of 
redem ption and bring back 
th e  nob ility , greatness and 
sanctity  enjoyed by farm ing. 
Unless th is is done accelerated  
developm ent o f agricu lture  w ou ld , 
rem ain an u n fu lfilled  dream .
T he farm er has to  be tam ed  
his d ign ity  has to  be upheld , he


