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In order to  relieve the rubber 
small holders from  the cum b er­
some post harvest techn o logy, 
involved in processing natural 
rubber la tex  to  ribbed sm oked  
sheets, the Rubber Board has 
fie lded a massive program m e for 
organising Rubber Latex C o lle ­
ction centres in rural areas m od­
elled on the  AIVlUL pattern  succ­
essfully practiced a t A n and  in 
G ujarath. U n like  o ther ag ricu lt­
ural crops, processing o f rubber 
latex In to  sheets Is h igh ly  com ­
plex, tim e consum ing, expensive  
and strenuous. In conven tional 
processing th e  la tex  co llected  
after tapping the rubber trees 
has to  be brough t to  the farm  
house, bu lked  and strained  
through m eta l sieves to  rem ove  
d irt and fo re ig n  particles. Then  
it  is d ilu ted  adding  dou b le  the  
q u an tity  o f  w a ter. The la tex  so
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d ilu te d  is transferred to  A lu m ­
in ium  pans and  trea ted  w ith  acid. 
It  is kept for half a day or fu ll 
day as the case m ay be to  farm  
in to  a coagulam . The coagulam  
is then pressed b e tw e en  plain  
and grooved rollers and spread 
in to  sheets. These sheets are 
shade dried fo r a fe w  hours and  
then  transferred to  the  sm oke  
house w h ere  it  is sub jected  to  
co n tro lled  sm oking by burning  
fire  w o o d  procured a t high  
prices. The sheets w ill be kept 
in the sm oke house fo r 4 - 5  days  
and then sent to  the  m arket. It  
is anybody's  guess as to  how  
com p lex  and tiring  th is w ho le  
exercise is.
W ith  th e  escalation In the cost 
of processing m aterials and 
equipm ents, small holders are 
fin d in g  it extrem ely  d ifficu lt  
to  g e t th is tech n o lo g y  going.

It  is estim ated  th a t to  process  
a Kg o f  rubber sheet in this  
fash ion  it  w o u ld  co st around  
Paise 8 0 . This is In ad d ition  to  
the energy and tim e  spent fo r it.

Fully convinced o f the hardship  
suffered  by sm all grow ers !of 
rubber, th e  Rubber Board has 
decided to  organise Rural 
R u b b e r L a te x  C o llection  C en­
tres In v illages  to  be fu lly  niana* 
ged by the rubber producers  
them selves. The w h o le  idea is 
to  b u y  rubber fro m  sm all grow ers  
as la tex  and pay fo r  th e  dry  
rubber conta ined  in  it  a t the  
rate o f  lo t sheet prices prevailing  
in lead ing  m arkets. These cen­
tres w o u ld  later be converted  
to  tin y  Cooperatives o f small 
holders and linked to  one o f 
th e  larger M ark e tin g  Cooper­
atives operating w ith in  th e  area.
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Structure of a centre
A  la tex  coKection centre w ou ld  
be eco n o m ica lly  v iable  o n ly  If it 
is able to  co llec t arou nd 6 0 0  Kg 
o f la tex  (3  drum s) conta in in g  
ab o u t 2 0 0  Kg o f dry rubber, 
fro m  5 0 - 6 0  rubber producers  
w ith in  a radius o f one  to  tw o  
kilom eters. Producers selling  
la tex  to  a co llec tio n  centre  sho­
u ld  organise them selves in the  
fo rm  o f a Farm ers' Forum  and  
take  up th e  in anagem ent o f  the  
centre  by  hiring the services of 
an ed u cated  yo u n g ster as la tex  
co llec tio n  agen t, p referab ly  n a i­
ling from  a farm  fam ily  o f  the  
lo ca lity . He co u ld  be g iven a 
rem uneration  o f  1 5  Ps. per Kg. o f 
dry  rubber, he collects  every day.

Estimation of Dry rubber 
content (D RC )
A  sam ple o f 2 0  gm s o f  la tex  is 
d raw n  fro m  th e  q u a n tity  o f crop 
b ro u g h t to  th e  centre  by each  
producer and each sam ple trans* 
ferred  to  a crucib le . This is 
trea ted  w ith  one or tw o  drops o f  
acid , c o ag u la ted  and dried  in 
an e lectric  oven . Then  it  is 
w e ig h ed  in  a sensitive  balance.
If  it  w e ig h s  7  gm s the  DR C o f  
th a t sam ple co u ld  be  estim ated  
as 35%.

Equipments

T he essentia l equ ipm ents required  
in a la tex  co llec tio n  centre  are 
p latfo rm  scale, sensitive balance. 
A m m o nia  C ylinder, Drum s, 
Sieves, buckets, crucib les, A cid , 
Electric oven and furn itu re . 
These equipm ents to g eth er w o u ld  
cost around Rs. 1 2 5 0 0 / - .  O u t  
o f th is th e  R ubber Board w ill 
pay Rs. 1 0 0 0 0 / - .  The  rem aining  
Rs. 2 5 0 0 /-  w ill have to  be raised 
b y  th e  producer m em bers o f the  
society  by  subscribing a t the  
rate  o f Rs. 5 0 /p e r  head.
The la tex  co llec ted  in each centre  
w ill be a rranged  to  be sold to  
th e  nearest group processing u n it ’ 
by the Rubber Board.

Pricing System

The la tex  b rough t to a cen tre  by  
th e  producer is a t firs t w e igh ed  
and entered  in a Pass B ook given  
to  him  fro m  th e  centre . The  
w e ig h t o f the D ry  Rubber C o n ­
te n t in th e  la tex  brought by  each  
producer is estim ated  the sam e  
day, b u t entered  in th e  Pass 
B ook o n ly  the  next day  against 
th e  previous days' crop. Pay­
m en t o f th e  price to  th e  producers  
is e ffe c ted  a t the end o f the w eek

based on  th e  DR C co n ta ined  in 
the  la tex  sold by them  and at 
the average price o f lo t rubber 
preva len t in m ajo r m arkets  
during  th e  previous w e e k . Since  
such a norm  is fo llo w e d , the  
price paid to  the producers w o u ld  
invariab ly  re flec t th e  favo u rab le  
and u nfavourab le  trends e x h i­
b ited  by  the m arket m echanism .

Future of the centres
The L atex  C o llec tion  Centres  
prim arily  organised fo r procuring  
natura l rubber la tex  from  small 
holders, are proposed to  be  c o n ­
verted  la ter Irvto S m all H o lder  
D evelo p m en t C entres , w h ich  
w o u ld  render a package o f  
techno«econom lc services to  the  
producer m em bers o f  th e  centre  
in c lud ing  de livery  o f  Inputs and  
appropriate tech n o lo g y . In a 
trad itio n a l rubber g ro w in g  region  
like  Kerala a fa c ility  o f  th is  
type w o u ld  ensure in d iv idual 
a tten tio n  to  each  rubber producer 
en ab lin g  the adoption  o f inten* 
sive cu ltiv a tio n  practices and  
resu ltant upgradation  o f  the  
produ ctiv ity  from  his hold ings. 
M o re  so, because scarcity  of 
land  imposes constra in ts  for  
exten d in g  rubber to  m ore areas 
in Kerala. □


