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ABSTRACT

T h e  pftper deals w ith  tb e  re su lt o f  a  study co n d u c ted  by tak in g  60 
n ib b f f  g row ers from  th e  C han g an ach erry  C o-o p era tiv e  M arketing  
Society  by app ly ing  a  rv id o m  sam pling  technique. T h e  stu d y  a tte m p t 
ted  to  find  th e  extent o f  ad o p tio n  o f  scientific in fo rm atio n  th ro u g h  
th e  m ed ium  o f  M alay a lam  new spapers . AH th e  ?ubber grow ers in te r­
view ed w ere fo u n d  to  b e  lite ra tes . T h ere  w ere :0  g r a d u a te  an d  fo u r  
post-gradxiates am ong  th em . T h e  study  revea* th a t 59 grow ers w ere 
re a d in g so m e  new spapers every  d ay . T h e  M e ly a la m  dallies p a tro ­
n ised  by th e  g row ers acco rd ing  to  im portance  are: M alayala  M an o - 
ra m a , D e ep ik a , M a th ru b h u m i, K e ra la  K a u m i'i i  an d  D eshabh im an i. 
T w elve grow ers a lso  re ad  E ng lish  d a ilies . Tl.>% p o w e rs  have assim i­
la ted  scientific in fo rm ation  o n  th e  cu ltivatio . o f  ru b b e r th ro u g h  th e  
m ed ium  o f  the ag ricu ltu ra l page ap p ea rin g  in  h e  da ilies d u rin g  th e  
la s t 10 years. H ow ever, som e deficiency h as be n  no ted  in  th e  a re a  o f  
d iffusion  o f  know ledge nam ely , in  th e  spl:«re p ro cessing  so il an d  
leaf analysis a n d  tapp ing . By a n d  larg e  th e  grow ers a re  happy  w ith  
th e  ro le  o f  th e  M alaya lam  da ilies  in  th e  d is .cm in a tio n  o f  scientific 
Inform ation .

INTRODUCTION

About 80 per cent of Keralites are literate and hence efforts are 
going on to disseminate information on modern techniques of



rubber cu ltivation  through the written medium'. A  large num ber 
o f  popular sc ien tlfk  articles on  rubber cu ltivation  have been  
published during the last 10 years in  th e M alayalam  dailies. A ll 
im portant new spapers in the State carry a on e page feature ex< 
clusively on  agriculture every w eek. O n a regular basis articles 
on rubber cultivation and processing have been appearing in  
thM  feature. A rticles have appeared on  suc^ subjects as p lant­
in g  m aterials, and the m ethod  o f  planting; cov6r crops, inter* 
crops, fertiliser application, soil and le a f  analysis, d iseases aod  

tapping, stim ulation , rainguarding and processing. There- 
fore a study was undertaken to  assess the effectiveness o f  the 
agricultural page w ith  special reference on  rubber.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

T he study covered  60  sm all rubber growers s e l e c t  from  am oog
I ^500 m em bers o f  theC hanganacherry Rubber M arketing Society, 
K arukachal in K ottayam  district, api^ying the random  sam pling  
technique. T he study w as restricted to  th e m em bers o f  th e C o­
operative Society  sin ce 65 per cent o f  sm all rubber growers in 
K erala are m em bers o f  co-operative societies and the societies  
provide a  h om ogeneous group for such a study.

The small growers were interviewed by investigators using a 
standard questionnaire prepared to elicit information on the 
area uiider rubber and other crops, the level of ediicatkm, the 
newspaper reading habits of growers, their preferences in read­
ing news, their awareness of the subjects read, the extent of ap­
plication of the knowledge acquired through newspapers, their 
views on the agricultural page and the importacce given by the 
newspapers to agriculture.

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

Age o f  iaterviewed growers
TTie age distribution o f  the sam ple growers is given in T ab le 1.

Level o f  educatfoo 
A il the grow ers Interviewed were literates. T h e m ost im por­

tant group consisted  o f  growers w ho had studied up  to  SSLC  
(Table 2).



Table 1. Age distribution of g. wers

Ak  groi^) No. o f rubber grov en %

30 years and below 3 s . o o
31 to 40 years 1 2 2a o o
41 to SO years 10 16.67
SI to 60 years 2 0 33.J3
61 to 70 yean 11 18.33
71 attd above 4 6.67

Total 60 1 0 0 . 0 0

Table 2. Level o f education of the growers

Level of education No. of growrers percent

Can read and wrhe 3 5.00
Primary and below 4 M l
Secondary and below 33 55.00
A bo^  Seoond&ry but below Degree 6 10.00
Degree 10 16.67
Post-graduate degree 4 6.66

Total 60 100.00

A ll the rubber grow ers excepting o n e  jcrson w as reading  
newspapers every day. T h e lone grow er liscontinued reading  
newspapers on ly because o f  th e increase in ’ e  n w n th ly  subscrip­
tio n  rate.

ResiSog haUts
F ifty  persons w ere subscriW ng to  the dallies. T here w ere 22 

growers who read tw o M alayalam  dailies se ve n  grow ers w ho  
read three dailies and one grower who read aur Malayalam d ai­
lies regularly. In addition, 12 grow ers read E nglish  new spapers  
as well.

Safa|ects read
Inform ation was co llected  o n  the p riorities given by grow ers  

to  r e e lin g  various subjects. T h e subjects w ere grouped in to  p o li­



tics, cinem a, sports and agriculture. Tw enty three growers gave 
first priority to  agriculture and 13 growers gave first priority to  
p olitics. E leven growers replied  that they were n o t specific on  
any particular new s and the rest had no com m ents to  ofTer. T he  
agricultural page has been in print for the last ten  years, and 16 
growers were aw are o f  it. F ifteen  growers knew o f  it for a period  
o f  five to  10 years, and  the rem aining 28 persons knew o f  the  
page for a period o f  five years. F ive growers were keeping im por­
tant articles for perm anent record.

T o  a specific question  w hether they were reading articles and  
reports on  rubber on  the agricultural page, S3 grow ers replied  
positively. O ut o f  the 53 growers, 35 read the page regularly and  
the rem aining 18 read occasionally . There were six  persons who  
did n ot read the agricultural page. There were 41 growers with  
other Agricultural crops as w ell. O f  the 41 growers, 29 had m ade 
use o f  the in f t m a t io n  from  the newspapers related to  these  
crops. Tw enty-eight persons had occasion  to  discuss the subject 
they  read w ith  their friends and five persons had  corresponded  
with the Rubber Board offlcials/Editors and sought clarification  
from  them.

In addition to  the articles and reports, the agricultural page 
carried advertisem ents on  fertilisers, p lant protection  chem icals, 
im plem ents etc. and a  question  w as included in the q uestion ­
naire whether the grow er also read the advertisem ents. Twenty* 
seven persons replied that they looked  into the advertisem ents  
regularly and another 25 occasionally.

Agricaltaral page and rubber cultivation
T h e m ost im portant asp ect o f  the study related to  the testing  

o f  the growers* aw areness o f  the various pieces o f  scientific in ­
form ation  on  rubber published  in the agricultural page during  
the last 10 years. T he grow ers were, therefore, asked w hether 
they cou ld  recall having read articles or reports o n  specific sub* 
jects on  rubber. A  question  was a lso  included w hether they m ade 
use o f  the pieces o f  in form ation thus collected  for their rubber 
cultivation. T he details o f  replies received from  the grow ers are 
given in Table 3.

From  T able 3 it can  b e seen that there are som e deficiencies 
in the diffusion o f  know ledge. Inform ation on  processing appears 
to  have reached a few  growers only. Similar is the case w ith  le a f
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Table 3. Awareness and adoption of seientijie information on
rubber

Topics Awareness % Adopting %
persons persons

1. Planting materials 43 73 39 66
2. Planting 39 66 25 42
3. Polythene bag plants 38 64 21 36
4. Cover crops 40 68 32 54
S. Intercrops 39 66 24 41
6. F ^ iliser tod its application 37 . 63 34 58
7. Soil and leaf analysis
8. Diseases, pests and the treat­

26 44 6 10

ment 41 69 32 54
9. Tapping 27 46 6 10

10. Stimulants and rainguarding 34 48 4 7
11. Processing 13 22 2 3

and so il analysis and tapping. T ap ping  an^ processing, it m ay  
h e m entioned are areas m ore often le ft to  tapper in the sm all 
h oldings. D uring the interviews it has b eer brought out that the  
tappers are less receptive to  new ideas .̂ 'en w ith  the growers* 
b este ifo r ts  to  infuse the know ledge. T h is pA t ly  explains th e defi­
cien cy  in the adoption  o f  know ledge on  tapping and processing. 
A  stim ulant is applied to  old  trees at the < :id o f  their econ om ic  
life. Therefore, there is less scope fo r  applying this p iece o f  in­
form ation  in the plantations. Rainguardii)^ has not been p opu ­
lar w ith th e sm all growers. T h is m ay b e  due to  the additional 
co s t  involved  in fixing rainguards and a lso  due to  the habit o f  
growers to  resort to  tapping in the afternoon, when th e rain is 
over. Further in the m ajority o f  sm all holdings, th e tapper is 
paid  p iece rate wages and is n ot a perm anent em ployee and there­
fore there is  no fixed cost on  him  necessitating daily em ploym ent.

Regularity o f  publication o f  agricultural page
A  num ber o f  growers have replied that they had encouraged  

their friends to  read the agricultural page. There was a direct 
question w hether the regularity o f  publication o f  the agricul­
tural p a ^  should  be increased. Tw enty-seven growers replied that 
th e present arrangem ent o f  publishing one day in a week w ould



be sufficient, while 10 growers wanted the page to appear two 
days a week and the remaining 22 growers expressed no opinion 
on the subject. Twelve persons wanted the space allotted for 
articles and news in the agricultural page to be incrrased, white 
32 persons replied that there was d o  need for increasing the 
space and 15 had no opinion on the subject. Forty*two growers 
would like to have photographs published along with articles 
aod reports, while four did not feel that was necessary and 13 
did not make any comments. Forty'three growers wanted the 
newspapers to publish the success stories <k growers, while 11 
did not give any opinion, and five did not say that it was necessary.

Role of coopenrtive fodetles
A majority of growers were of the opinion that the co-opera­

tive societies could render much help to promote the dissemina­
tion of knowledge by organising study circles, taking copies of 
relevant pages of articles and circuIa.tiog them, and also display­
ing the articles on the notice boards of the sodeties. One enlight­
ened grower suggested that in future, video tapes on rubber 
cultivation should be made available to the rubber growers with 
the advent of the television age. He was of the opinion that a 
number of prosperous growers and co-operative societies could 
afford VCRs.

CoDclosion
As to the question whether the Malayalam dailies were giving 

adequate coverage on agricultural news and views and more 
particularly on rubber, 23 growers replied in the positive and 21 
growers replied in the negative, while 15 growers did not make 
any comments. By and large, the growers were gratefiU to the 
Malayalam newspapers for their role in disseminating scientific 
information on rubber cultivaticm.
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DISCUSSION

Q : Your study was restricted to members of cooperative socie­
ties. Can you extend this study to rubber growers who are 
not members of cooperative societies?

Ans: Yes, this study can be extended to such growers also.
Q : Since only the growers in Kerala State were interviewed, 

the results are applicable to that State only. Will it be 
possible to cover other rubber-growing states?

Ans: Yes, the study wilt be extended to other states and new 
areas of rubber plantation.


