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R ubber is a  crop  w hich  in v o lv es  a  
d egree o f  processin g . In the case  o f  
arge esta tes the p rocessin g  

factories are located within  
th em selves, w h ile  p rocessin g  the 
rubber o f  sm all grow ers is  
undertaken b y  crepe m ills  spread  
a ll over K e r ^  and T am il N adu. 
A round 15*20 p er cen t o f  the crop  
is  scrap rubber. T h ese  are 
co n v en ed  in to  estate brow n crepe  
or crum b rubber. There are 
separate factories for  
m anufacturing crum b rubber as  
w ell as estate brow n crep e rubber. 
T h e present study covers on ly  the 
crep e m ills .

T h e study w a s carried ou t in 
19S S-89 and the data related  to the 
teriod 1 9 87-88 . A t the end o f  

-9 8 8 , there w ere 124 crep e m ills  in 
K erala and T am il N adu. For the 
purpose o f  co llec tin g  data, an 
investigator v isited  102 crepe 
m ills . A lthough  h e  cou ld  v isit 102  
m ills  h e cou ld  co llec t data on ly  
from  6 7  m ills. T he others w ere not 
w orking at the tim e o f  v isit. T he  
operation o f  the crepe m ill is  often  
seasonal, depending upon the 
availab ility  o f  scrap rubber. T he  
investigator contacted  tw o w orkers 
from  every  crep e m ill, totalling  
134 w orkers from  6 7  m ills . T he  
data w ere co llec ted  in a pre-tested  
quesiionaire. T h e inform ation  
co llec ted  included the fam ily  
background o f  w orkers, their 
education , a g e , dependants, s iz e  o f

T able  I:
Age d is trib u tio n  o f w orkers.

A ge

18 to 2 5  years 

2 6  to 35 years 

3 6  to  4 5  years  

4 6  to  5 5  years  

A b ove 55  years

N o.

21
4 7

4 6

16

4

Total 134

T he fam ily  s iz e  o f  workers is show n  in T able 2 .

T able 2: No. o f fam ilies w ith  children.

N o .o f
fa m ilie s

D ep e n d a n ts  
(o th e r  than  
o w n  ch ildren }

N o .o f
fa m ilie s

1 child 2 6 1 dependant 2 2

2 children 43 2 dependants 23

3 children 25 3 dependants 17

4 children 9 4 depdnedants 9

5 children 3 5 &  ab ove 5

Total 106 7 6

fam ily , length o f  serv ice , nature o f  
w ork, w orking days in the previous  
year, in com e from the crepe m ill, 
supplem entary incom e, savings  
and expenditure.

Fam ily b a c k ^ u n d :  O f  the 134  
workers, 132 w ere m ale and the 
rest fem ale. O f  the total, 78  
w orkers b elon ged  to Christian, 47

to H indu and 9  to  M uslim  
com m un ity . O ut o f  134 workers, 5 
w ere illiterates. O f  these 3 w ere  
M alayalam  speaking workers, 
w h ile  2  sp oke T am il. 15 workers 
studied  upto S SL C  and 2  beyond  
S S L C . T h e percentage o f  literates 
therefore form ed 9 6 . O f  the 134  
w orkers 112  w ere married but on ly  
106 had children. T he age
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distribution o f  the w orkers is  g iven  
in  T ab le 1.

From  the tab le it  can  b e seen  that 
fa m ilies  w ith  m ore than 3 children  
form ed o n ly  11 per cen t and 
fa m ilies  w ith  m ore than 3 
dependants form ed  18 per cent.

In com e and expenditure: O n ah 
average, the w orkers earned  
R s.5 0 8 /-  per m onth  from  their 
m ain occup ation  and R s .l6 0 /-  
from  subsidiary occu p ation . In 
addition to  th ese  sources* other  
fam ily  m em bers contributed on  an 
average R s .U 9 / -  per m onth. T h e  
total m onthly  in com c o f  the 
w orker’s  fam ily  w as R s.7 8 7 .

T h e w orkers w ere found to  spend  
m ore than w hat they w ere earning. 
T h e total m onthly  exp en d itu re per 
fam ily  w as R s .8 1 1/- sh o w in g  a 
d efic it  o f  R s.2 4 /-  per m onth. T h e  
average exp en d itu re per head (per 
capita) w a s R s. 197 .80 . T h e  d efic it  
w as m et from  their b onu s  
p aym ents and b y  borrow ing. 
A lthou gh  th is w a s the general 
picture there w ere so m e w orkers 
w h o  had sa v in g s a lso . T h u s 21 
w orkers had so m e  sort o f  
insurance w ith  the L lC , 17 
w orkers had jo in ed  ch itty  and 10 
w orkers had sm all bank d ep osits . 
G old  ornam ents w ere foun d  w ith  
104 fam ilies . T h e pattern o f  
expenditure s h o w ^  that 65%  o f  
exp en d itu re w a s on  food  fo llow ed  
by 12% o n  the item  "entertainm ent 
and others". T h is  item  included

T ab le  3:/ \
A verage ex p en d itu re  p e r  head  

o f the, w o rk er a n d  h is  fam ily (m onth ly).

Item s Rs. P ercentage

F ood 127 .83 65

C loth in g 13 .80 7

H ou se rent 0 .9 0 1

E ducation  6 .0 0 3
F u el & lighting 9 .3 8 5

M ed icin e 6 .7 6 , 3
Travel 7 .95 4

Entertainm ent &  others 2 5 .1 8 12

Total 1 9 7 .8 0 100

expenditure on  b ecd y , c igarettes, 
a lcah o lic  b everages and film . T he  
deta ils are sh ow n  in T ab le 3 .

S o c ia l security  b en efits  from  crepe  
m ills: T h e study sh ow ed  that the 
m inim um  w a g es n otified  b y  the 
G overn m ent w ere  b ein g  paid  in 57  
m ills , w h ile  2  m ills  en gaged  
w orkers on  p iec e  rate and 1 m ill 
en gaged  the w orkers o n  a 
productivity linked  w a g e  system . 
S ev en  crep e m ills  fo llo w ed  
d ifferen t w a g es. O f  th ese 1 factory  
en gaged  w om en  w orkers on ly . T h e  
average w orking d ays w ere 6  per 
w eek  and w orking hours w ere 8 
per d ay. F ifty  e ig h t m ills  gave  
w ashing  and uniform  a llow an ces  
to the w orkers and 6 2  m ills  gave  
annual bonus. S ix ty  o n e  m ills  gave

le a v e  w ith  w a g es to  the w orkers. 
H ow ever, P rovident Fund facility  
w a s availab le o n ly  in 2 0  m ills. 
T here w a s n o  uniform ity in the 
annual b onu s paid  to the w orkers. 
It varied  from  8  to  19 per c e n t  O ut 
o f  the 134 w orkers 14 w orkers had 
undergone p ro lon ged  m edical 
treatm ent during the la st 5 years. 
H ow ever, there is  n o  ev id en ce  to 
attribute that the d isea se  w as  
cau sed  b y  the w ork ing con d itions  
in  the crep e m ills .
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Rubber Honey
R ubber tree is a p ro lific  producer o f  h on ey . In the rubber tree, h on ey  is  found at \h e  extra-fioral nectory  

glan d s at the en d  o f  the p etio le  w here the lea fle ts  jo in . It is  estim ated that h oney  from  rubber p lantations form  
around 4 0  per cen t o f  the total Indian production o f  h on ey . S tu d ies sh o w  that a t o t  15 h ives can  b e p laced  in a 
hectare o f  rubber plantation. In a norm al year about 10 K g. o f  h oney  can b e obtained  from  o n e  h ive.

H on ey  Is a  saturated so lu tion  o f  sugars. R ubber honey con ta ins three m ajor sugars v iz ., fruit sugar, grape 
sugar and ca n e  sugar. C ane sugar form s o n ly  a  w ay sm all percentage and h en ce rubber h oney  is  d evo id  o f  the 
harm ful e ffec ts  a ssoc ia ted  w ith  ca n e  sugar.


