NEW PRODUCTS

Low cost rubber smoke house

p.K. Narayanan

fiiel efficieni, low-cost and
tjny rubber smoke house has
been designed and developed by Mr.
~C.K. George of Kothainangalam, an
~engineer-turned small rubber holder.
<Tliis
~to operate, is a blessing for small

device, which is very easy

rubber holders as it will fulfil a long-
felt need for such a cheap smoke
house. As this lias been subsidised
by the Rubber Board all the rubber
grouers can afford to have it.

This smoke house has the
capacit> to process 120 rubber slieets
IDthree chambers, at the rate of 40
per chamber.

This new smoking dcvicc has
| .been subjected to thorougli technical
~Ascrutiny b> the rubber technologists
~jofthe Rubber Research Institute of
~Indin and finally recoinmendcd for
“ approNal of the Rubber Board with
slight operational modifications. The
,Rubber Board has in turn approved
A the model for adoption by farmers
and made the same eligible for a
cash subsid> of Rs. 3.000 a piece.

f Ideal model
This smoke house has been rated
fuel efficient as it consumes only
about 700 gm of firewood to smoke-
1 kg rubber sheet. Anytliing
iocludiog coconut husk could be
Used in this smoke house to smoke
lhe sheets. This model is ideal for a
small-hoider who produces around
40 rubber sheets a day.
Of the three chambers in this
= Smoke house, the one in the centre,
just abov e the fiimnce will have only
heat and no smoke, as the smoke
k. PX. Sarayanen isRubber Rroiiu-
o Gonitmissiaer, Rubber Board,

~otiavan.

produced in the fire hearth are fully
channelled out to the t\vo adjacent
chambers on the left and right.
Therefore these two chambers will
have both adequate heat and smoke.
Each chamber can smoke 40

sheets at a time, hung in four racks
with each rack holding 10 sheets on

wooden rods. These racks can be
slided out and the sheets conve-
niently hung on them.

The sheets should, as far as
possible, be made of standard size -
say 3 mm thick and weighing
around 500 gm. It takes 72 hours
for such sheets to smoke-dn in this
smoke house.

Rubber sheets processed to strict
scientific standards are to be put
first in one of the chambers in the
sides, after draining. Next day the

same sheets are to be inverted so
that the reverse side gets well
exposed to smoke and heat. On the
third day these sheets are to be
transferred to the central chamber
where it will get well heated and
fiilly dried.

As each chamber in this smoke
house can be tightly closed by the
built-in ferro-cement shutters,
efficient conservation of smoke and
heat inside is assured. Provision has
also been made through suitable
outlets to drain out the sweat

formed in the roof of the smoke
house.

The wooden rods used for
hanging the sheets in the racks
should be taken out and cleaned at
frequent intervals so as to keep
them free of smoke-stain.

Easy to operate
This smoke house could be
erected in a convenient place near
the residential house of the farmer
like a cupboard. It is very eas> to
operate. As the smoke is sent out
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filtered to the side climibers.
deposil of carbon particlcs on the
sheets s rcduccd lo the minimum.
Under proper smoke-drying condi-
tions. the rubber sheets attain the
superior amber colour.

It takes only three days to build
this sinoke house, which lias a
gulirantee for one year. The de-
signer can HKike arrangement to
build the same for those who need
it. The cost of making a smoke
house like this is Rs. 8,500 besides
actual cost of transportation of the
building materials to the site.

For details contact: Mr. C.K.
George, Ch;ikkiath, Kutiuikuzhi
P.O.. Kothamangalam
(Phone: 04855 - 22791). (@)

Gloves wilh a
diflerence

T he new nitric gloves
produced by the Malaysian

company Rubbercx and Filrcx arc
dincrenl from ordinary one in
several ways. It is made from
specially formulated butadiene-

Good protectianfor hemls

acrylo-nitrite latex. They are
highly flexible and comfortable for
hand protection of those who are

doing industrial work. They olTer
excellent resistance against abra-
sion cuts, snhags, punctures, ageing,
\seathering, gas and water perme-
ability. The gloves are available in
sanitised cotton flock lined and
unlined.

Tliese gloves are chemically
toughened for resistance against
most solvents like aromatic and
petroleum. They will not swell or
degrade against animal fat. O

Cool matfress

m . Foam Pincore Mattress,
I\/I designed to provide maxi-
mum cool and comfort to n cus-
tomer is full of tiny pin-sized cores
that permit constant air circulation.
The mattress actually breathes to
keep you cool. It is claimed by the
manufacturers that the firm and
balancc pure latex rubber structure
conforms to your body's contours
whichever way you loss and turn.
The other advantages claimed by =
the company arc that it is reversible
and also repels bedbugs and vermin.
All these add to a lifetime of cool
comfort. (0]

New lyre for Premier

RF has introduced a new
I\/I tyre specially designed for
the Premier 118 NE. The tyre MRF
BROAD 6.15-13 SW 99. according
to the manufacturers, is broader

than any other conventional nylon
tTe in its category.

The new tyre launched in New
Delhi recently has criss-cross knife
sipes that bite the road and provide
a \lice-like grip in both wet and dry
conditions. The company claims
that a computer detemiined amal-
gam of rubber chemicals and
polymer, fiirtlier enhances car
mileage while extra rubber ensures
longer tyre life. The tyre was

launched in Bombay. Ahmedabad
and Pune a few months back. It is

Dijferatfron anentaaal tye
e.vpected to enter other cities very
soon. O

High yield rubber
clone

n Malaysia high yield timber
I latex clone is replacing the old
rubber trees and about 1.2 million
hectares of rubber small holdings
will be replanted with it in the next
10 years. The clone, which yields
high quality latex and rubber wood,
has already been planted in 30.000
hectares and it adapts well to tiie
soil and climatic conditions.

According to the findings of the
Rubber Research Institute (RRI). the
rubber trees can be felled when they
are betveen 20 and 25 years old.
The clonal trees can produce 3000
kg of latex per hectare per year
compared to 1000 Kg from the old
trees. The tapping can be done
about four and a half years after
planting compared to seven years
now. Unlil:e daily tapping of the old
trees the timber'latex clones could
be only attended to once in three or
four da\"\. The yield is high because
latex stimulants are injected into the
trees.

The timber latex clone which
yields high quality latex and rubber
is thicker and slraighter. a



